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ea, Princed by Cats Bill; and the Pe 
of Thomas N ee deceas d, Printers to the 
Queens moſt Excellent Majeſty. ng * 


Die Wa, 24 Febr. 1702. 


"3s Ordered by the Lordi Spiri 
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fembled, That the Bil, Entituled, An 
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3 and 
agreement, 
ro {ry 
nents made 
Lord, to the 
Bill for He- 
i vent: ng Occa- 
fronal Cunfor- 
mity, with the 
Commons A- 
mendments to 
the Lords A- 
mendment. 


1 . 


Die Mercuri, 
2 Decemb. 1992. 


A Meſſage from to the Bill for Pre- 


The Amendments 
made by the Lords 


the Houſe of Com- venting Occaſional 


mons, by Mr.Brom- C 
ley, and others, WhO 
brought up a Bill, 
Intituled, an 4 


for Preventing Or. 


caſional Conformity; 
to which they de- 


ſire the Concur- 
rence of this Houſę. 


Hodie prima VICE 


leda oft Billa, but- 


— 


1 


nal Conformity. |. 


A Snothing more 


contrary to the 
Profeſſion of the Chri- 


ſtan Religion, and 
IE totheDo» | 


rine of Church 
of England, than Per- 


ſecution for Conſci- 


| Aged to b 
the — 


ence only 3 in due 


Conſiderationwhereof 


an Act paſſed in the 


Firſt Lear of the Reign 


of the late King Wilt- 
liam and Queen 
Intituled, An A 
Exempting Their Ma- 
AZ jeſtiss 


eh 


onfortnity, 


Ni 


| (4 ) 
l Dileieing from 


155 Church of Eng- 


hnd, from the Penal- 


ies of certain Laws, 
which Act ought 1n- 


x = Vviolably to be Obſer- 
ved, and Eaſe given to 


Diſagreed to by 
the Commons. 
Diſagreed to by 
the Commons. 


Diſagreed to 
the — 


all Conſciences truly 
Scrupulous; Never- 
theleſs, whereas the 
Laws do Provide that 
every . Ferſon to be 
Acer _ any 

ce or Imp wc 


mould he Con Orma- — 


ble to the Church, as 


it is by Law Eſtabli⸗⸗- 
ned, by Enacting, 


That every ſuch Per- 


ſon, fo to be Admit- | 
ted , ſhould Receive 


the Sacrament of the 


Lords Supper, accord- 


ing to t 


of En land; Yet ſ{c- 


veral Perfons Diffent- - © 


ing from the Church, 


25 it is by Law Eſta- 
bliſhed, do joyn with 


the Members thereof 


in Receiving the Sa- - 


crament-of the Lords 


Supper, to Qualifie 


themſelves toHave and 
Enjoy ſuch Oihces and 
Imployments, and do 
afterwards: Reſort to 
Conventicles or Meet - 
ings for the Exerciſe 


of Religion in other 


3 manner than accord- 


ing to the Liturgy and 


| Practice of the Church 


of England, which is 


con- 


ites and 


Uſage of the Church 


e ere 

I. 11. Code out from 

[whereas] toſ ſeveral] 
in the 27th line. 


oh 37- Leave out L ſuch} 


eontrary to the Intent 
and Meaning of the 
Laws already made : 
Be it. therefore Enact- 
ed by the Queens moſt 
Excellent Majeſty, by 
and with the Advice 
and Conſent of the 
Lords Spiritual and 
Temporat, and Com- 
mons in Parliament \ 
Aſſembled, . and by 
Authority of the ſame, 
That if any Perſon or 
Perſons after the Firſt | 
Day of March, which 33 
128 be in the Year of 
our Lord, One thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred 
| and two, either Peers 
or Commoners, who 
1 q | have or ſhall have any 
Office or Offices, Civil 
{ or Military, or Re- 
ceive any W. —_— ; 
Fee, or Wages, by 
reaſon of any Patent or 
Grant max 175 Ma- 
jeſty, or ſhall have a- 
1 or Place 
of Truſt from or un- 
der Her Majeſty, or 
from any of Her Ma- 
pres Predeceſſors, or 
y Her or Their Au- 
thority, or by Autho- 
rity derived from Her 
h or Them, within the 
] Kingdom of England, 
Dominion of Wales 
or Town of Berwick 
upon Tweed, or in Her 
ajeſties Navy, ox in 
a 707 a . of r 
Jerſey and Guernſey, _ 21 
| der ſhall be Admitted 
? . A3 uo 


wth, oy 5 wa 
8 


Y 4 
yo CNY * RR s 
od * ? \ 


5%) 
r 
into any Seryice of 
Imployment in Her OY 
Majeſties Honſhold or 
Family ; Or if any 
Mayor, Aldexman , 
Recorder, Bayliff, 
| Council Man, or o 
ther Perſon bearing 
= - any Office of Magi. _c—- 
| EF ſtracy or Place of «<<. 
| 5 - r "n 9 
| | | ployment relating. to 
| - or concernin the Go. | 
'S vernment of the reſpe- 
ctive Cities, Corporati- 
- ons, Boroughs, Cinque 
Ports, and their Mem- 
bers, and other Port 
Towns within the 
Kingdom of Englaud, 
Dominion of Wales 
and 5 o —_ | 
upon Led, Who b 
the Laws are Obliged 
to Receive the Sacra- 
—— of 1 
upper according to 
the Rites and Uſage 
< = ney of En- 
ang, IN; I at- A | 
Tie after their Ad. 
miſſion into their re- 
ſpective Offices or Im- 
Fawn fur or after 
aving ſuch Grant, as 
aforeſaid, during his 
or their Continiance 
in ſuch Office or Offi- 
ces, Imployment or 
Imployments, or the 
Injoyment of any Pro- 


— 
* 


fit or Advantage from | | 
 *Agredd to by the fame, ſhall Re- 121 Leave out I ſhall] 
the Commons. ſort to ox be preſent and xgad [ knowingly 
. dt any Copyenticle , and willingly.) 


* 
. 


92 ) 


Aſſembly 1 
L, 1 
© = tence of any Ererciſe a 
6 1 
aero 


ti > tothe Li 
Such of Egleb2 


_ e or place, as <foreſaid, alths* ] 
e leave out C 


and inſert 5 he t 

After [ uſed } 3 out [ and 
where * inſert C in caſe ] 

After [ Majeſty J add [whom G 
long preſerve, Catherine the 
ARS | Sopht ] add Cor fuck 
| er ia or 
; 2 al w_ on 1 * 
; ted to 
L be) ada re 


nts (to the Amendments made 
by the Commons ta the Lech Ac 


<4 t) 4s Entted an 
de, the Commons We. * 


* * C 
"Lt 
8 


_ claring whe 


To which A — of che 


| ” 
In any Place within © 0 2 
the Kin n We 0 
land, 3 
| TWates, and Town of uf 
PP 
or Meeting ” IM 
there ſhal be "Five 
Perſons or more Aſ- © © 
fembled together, o- 
ver and beſides thoſe 
| bb the A any Hook 
| it m Ou 
Agreed to by the here is 2 Fa- T 30 2 
Commons with mil ting, or if ares 7555 | 
the Amendments b.! ? Whey the * 16 uſe 
following, viz. it be in an Honfe or where Her Majeſty and 
1. A * — . K. i B j 4 . Sophia — 
or | add | ſhall no Family In t it prayed for in expreſs 
rowing ly 5 then ny ary 45s 22 ing to the Li- 
ling! be preſent. Perſons or more are of the Checkof Ene- 
[an Dada Fe ſo Afﬀembled, as a- 1. To which Amend- 
16 frer the wor foreſaid, ſhall Forfeit W485 of the Commons 
[ Meeting ] leave C ro the Lords Amend» 
out {ip dere] and inſert in ſuch ment) as Entred'on the other ſid 


2. After the $2 [ prayed jor? 
in the Commons Amendment, ad 
[ in puringnce of an At Paſſed in 
the rf Year 0 King re _ 
Queen boy: n 

Rights _ Liberties of 

the CEE and Serrling the Suc- 
ceſſiog or the Crown; — the ACE 
7 in the Twelfth and Thirteenth 
Wing William the Third, Inti 

for the further Limitation 
Crown, and better Securing the 
Sand bead Subject. 


as we 


Diſagreed to 
by- the Com- 
mons. 

- 


cle, Aſſembly or Mee- 


- 
89 
4 LE 
\ - 
o 


the Sum of: One Hun- 


dred Poynds, and Five 
Pounds for-every Day 


that any ſuch Perſon 
8 or Pert ons ſhall con- 


tinue in the Execution 
of ſuch Office or Im- 
ployment after he or 


they ſhall have Reſor- 


ted to or been preſent 
at any fuch Conventi- 


ting, as aforeſaid, to 
be Recovered by him 
or them that ſhall Sue 
for the ſame, by any 
Action of Debt, Bill, 
Plaint or Information, 
in any of Her Maje- 
ſties Courts at Weſt- 
minſter, wherein no 


\ -Effoign, Protection or 


Wa 
be a 


owed, nor more 
than one Imparlance. 
And be it further 


Enacted, That every 
Perſon Convicted in 


any Action to be 


brought, as aforeſaid, 


or upon any informa- 


tion, Preſentment or 


Indictment in any of 


ler Majeſties Courts 
at Weſtminſter, or at 
the Aſſizes, ſhall be 


diſabled from thence- 


porthto hold ſuch Of- 
fe or Offices, Imploy- 


ment or Imployments, 
or to receive any Pro- 
fit or Advantage by 


reaſon of them, or of 


Diſagreed to by any Grant, as afore- 
Haid, and ſhall be Ad- from 
jadged incapable 4 the end of the Bill. 


riſß where t 


er of Law ſhall 


1. . Leave out [One 
* es 1 and 

ive Pounds for every 
Day that 2 Ferſon 
er Perſons ſhall conti- 
nue in the Execution 
of” ſuch Office or In- 


ployment ] and inſtead 
thereof inſert [Twen- 


ty Pounds, to be divi- 
ded into Three parte, 
whereof oneThird Part 
ro the Queen, one ot ber 
fo the of the Pa- 
Offence 

all be Commntted , 
and one Third Part ts 
the Informer. } 


Line 44. Leave out 
oreſaid} te 


ut 
te 


£1 
l 


„ = 7 
8 


Clauſe A1 


= Azrced to by 


the Commons. 


Clauſe LE 


Diſagreedto by 


thc 


ommons. 


ker has Admifiion into 


'(9)) 


bear any Office or Im- 


ployment whatſoever, 


within the Kingdom 


of England, Domi- 
nion of Wales, or 
Town of Berwick up- 
on Tweed. 

Provided 1 
and be it further En- 
acted by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That if 
any Perſon or Perſons 
wh ſhall have been 
convicted,as aforeſaid, 
and thereby made In- 
capable to hold any 
Office or Imployment, 
ſhall after ſuch Con- 


* 


And add the Clauſes 
A, B, C, D, E. 


[A] Provided,That 
10 * ſhall ſuffer 
any niſhment 
any Offence committed 
a 78. this Att, 111- 
leſs Oath be made of 


uch Offe ence before 


ſome Judge or 1 2 
is 


4 the Peace (w 
ereby Impowered and 


Requwed to take the 


viction Conform to JaidOath) within Tex 


the Church of Eng- 
land for the Space of 
__ Year hg 

aving pre- 
ſent at any Conven- 
ticle, Aſſembly or 
Meeting, as aforeſaid, 
and Receive the Sacra- 


ment of the Lords 


Supper at leaſt Three 


times in the Year, e- 
very ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons ſhall be Capa- 
ble of a Grant of any 
Office or Imployment, 
or of being Elected in- 
to or holding of any 
the Offices or Imploy- 
ments aforeſaid, 
Provided alfo, and 
be it Enacted, That 
every Perſon ſo Con- 
victed, and afterwards 
Conforming in man- 


ner, as aforeſaid, ſhall 


at the next Term at- 


a 


Days after tbe ſaid 
Offence Committed, 
and unleſs the ſaid 
Offender be Proſecuted 
or the ſame within 
Three Months 
the ſaid Offence Com- 
mitted ;, nor ſhall a 
Perſon be Convidted for 
fuch Offence, un- 
the Oath 
edible Witneſſes 
at the leaſt. 

LB] Provided al- 
ways, and be it En- 
atted, That from and 
2 the ſaid Firſt 

ay of March,no Pro- 
reſtant Diſſenter ſhall 
be Compelled or Com- 


pellable to take, ſerve, 


bold or bear any Office 


or Place whatſoever, 


for the Taking, Ser- 


vivg or Holding where: 
of 5 cannot be duly 
Qualified by Law, 


"Clauſe [ ) 


Difagreed to by 


the 
= 


ns, 


d any ſuch Offic or Im- 
ployment, make Oat} 


as afor 


(10) 


in Wn 


p in any” of 


all reſide, That he 
has Conformed to the 
Church of England 
for the Space of One 
Year before fuch his 
Admiſſion , without 
having been preſent 
at any Conventicle, 
Aſſembly or Meeting, 
1d, and that 
he has Received the 
Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper at leaſt 
Three times in the 
Year, which Oath 
Mall be there Inrolled 
and kept upon Re- 
cord. 

Provided alfo, and 
be it further Enacted 
by the Authority a- 
forefaid, That if any 
Perſon after ſuch his 
Admiſſion, as afore- 
faid, into any Office 
er Imployment, thall 


xu a ſecond time Offend, 


in manner aforeſaid , 
and ſha} be thereof 
Lawfully Convicted , 
he ſhall for ſuch Of- 
fence incor Double 
the Penalties betore 

22 men- 


rthout Reeerving the 
Hol 3 ac- 
cording tot g 

tbe Cheech of End 
and alſo Making and 
Subſcribing the De- 
claration mentioned 
in the Statute, made 


05 
tatute, Law, Uſag 5 
or ether thing to the 
contrary notwithſt and. 
ing. | 
[C] Provided ne- 
vertheleſs, That this 
Act ſhall not extend ts 
theUnver/ityChurches 
in the Univerſities o 
this Realm, or eit ber 
them, when, or at 
uch times as any Ser- 
mon or Lecture 15 
Preached or Read in 
the ſame Churches, or 
an) of them, for, or as 
the Publick Univer icy 
Sermon or Lecture, 
but that the ſame Ser- 
mans and Fettures 
may be Preached or 
Read, in fuch ſort or 
manner, as the ſame 
have been heretofore 
Preached or Read; 
This At, or any thing 
therein contained tg 
the contrary, in any 
wiſe notwithſtanding. 
LD] Provided,That 
no Perſon ſhall Incur 
any the Penalties in 


tbzs Act, by Reſorting « 


Hun LE] 
| {agreed to 
= by the Com- 


w 


ving any 


(11) 


mentioned, to be Re- 
covered in manner, as 
aforeſaid, and ſhall 
rs ſuch on — 
Imployment 

not be Ca ble of ha- 
face or = 


prope ment , until he 
have Conformed 


2 — _ of Three 


manner A- 


bot oF :hereof Oath 
ſhall be made in Wri- 
ting in One of Her 
Majeſties Courts at 


Weſtminſter, or at the 


Quarter Seſſions of the 
County where he Re- 


ſidles. 


er , Hyſpitats or to any Afi ee 
ation or Corporation: 
Sen E et 9 or Im- 


A and Settin 
vor on Work, and for Puniſh 


ork-houſes , 
Ployed for the Re 


vs in Churches 


fo, od Preſent at 
the — — Exer 
ciſes uſed in the Dutch 
and French Lan 
25 


iſhed in this > 
in the Nei 


C r 


e 


or 
beth , or 


LE] a5 Provided * 


ale; 4 55 the Authority 


freed, That no- 
ing in this Act ſhall 
— or be Conſtru- 
ed to extend to any 


Governor or Gover- 
nors of any Hoſpital 


2 


Ms 


and T3; ; all which ſaid 1 3 4 


* 
empted 


ſhall be, and are b 
from all the Penalties pts Wan 


in this Ad, and are hey 
Declaved . to be . 22 aged 2 
the Penalties or Forfeitures mentioned ins 


mentioned 


| 8 of Parl;ament made in the 2«th' 
cond 4 the Reign of King Charles rb N. 


Preventi 
n from Po 115 
—— — 
Jmployments. 


Dangers which may 


Recuf 
Et Ons a Op 


ces 


Ordered, That the ſaid Bill 10 
a fecond time to Morrow, at hat "AF 
and all the Lords Summoned. f 


Die 


be Houſe was Reſumed, and the Lord Herbert Re- © 


preventing Occaſional Conformity, 


* A | 
( 12 : ) 


. : * 


— 


— — 


— * V 


-. 
— ou — — 
, 4 N - 


H ſecunds vice leta oft Bills, Intituled, An A# for © 


eventing Occafional Conformity. 8 
'Didered, That the ſaid Bill ſhall be Committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe. 3 

Then it was propoſed, That an Inſtruction be given to 
the Committee, that this Act extend to no other Perſons 7 
than fuch as are Comprehended in the Teſt Act. 4 

And after Debate thereupon, x0 2 

This Queftion was put, Whether it ſhall be an Inſtructi- 
en to the Committee, That this Act extend to no other Per- 
fons than ſuch as are Comprehended in the Teſt Act of the 
Twenty fifth of King Charles the Second > * I 

It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. | 3 

It 35 Ordered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in '? 
Parliament Aſſembled, That it ſhall be an Inſtruction to the 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the Bill, Intitu- 
led, An At for preventing Occaſional Conformity, is 
Referred, That this Act ſhall extend to no other Perſons than 
fuch as are comprehended in the Teſt Act of the Twenty 
fifth of King Charles the Second. 1 

Then the Houſe was Adjourned during pleaſure, and put b | 
into a Committee on the ſaid Bill. After {ome time, 


33 That the Committee had made ſome _—_—_— in the 
ill, and deſire another time may be appointed for them to 
Sit again. | 4 
** Ordered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in 
Parliament Aſſembled, That this Houſe ſhall be put into a 
Committee again, to proceed upon the Bill, Intituled, A, 
Att for preventing Occaſional Conformity, to Morrow, and 
all the Lords Summoned to attend. | 


Die Veneris, 4 Decemb. 1702. 


Then the Houſe was Adjourned during pleaſure, and F 
put into a Committee upon the Bill, Intituled, An Ac for 


After 


| (+13)) 
The Houſe was Reſumed, and the Lord Herbert Report-' 
ed, That the Committee had made ſome further progreſs in 
the Bill, and defire another time might be appointed for 
them to proceed on the ſaid Bull. BO | 
2 1 Ordered, _ this oe Nall be put into a Committee 
A in t oc upon ill on Monday next, and 
Wl the Lords Summoned. 7 8 


Die Lune, 7 Decemb. 1702. 
The Houſe was Adjourned during Pleaſure, and put inte 
nà Committee upon the Bull, Intituled, Ain Att for prevent- 
= ing Occaſional Conformity. K 
3 The uſe was Reſumed, and the Lord Herbert a 
ed, That the Committee had gone through the ſaid Bill, and 
e 'S think it fit to ou with ſeveral Amendments and Proviſoes, 
X which were Read twice, and agreed to, and the Proviſoes 
2X Ordered to be Ingrofled. _ | | 2 
Ordered, That the ſaid Bill ſhall be Read a Third time 
en Wedneſday next, and all the Lords Summoned to attend. 


Die Mercurni, 9 Decemb. 1702. | 
Hodie tertia vice lecta eft Billa, Intituled, An AR for 
preventing Occafional C mity. | Nt 
| Then a Clauſe was offered as a Rider to be part of this 
2 Bill, which being Read three times, was agreed to. 172 
Then the Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill with the 
Amendments, Proviſoes, and Rider ſhall paſs ? | uy 


4 
b 
£ 
5 
* 
— 
* 


* 


It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 
A Meflage was ſent to the Houſe of Commons by Sir 


Fobert Legard, and Doctor Edjshury, to Return the ſaid | 
Bill, and. defire their Concurrence to their Lordſhips A- 
mendments made thereto. bein r £ 


78 Die Jovis 1) Decemb. 1702. | 
A Meſſage was brought from the Houſe of Commons by 
Mr. Granville, and others; to acquaint this Houſe, That the 
= Commons deſire à Conference with their Lordſhips, upon the 
1 IF lubktt Matter of the Amendments made by their Lordſhips 
ds the Bill, Intituled, An Att for preventing Occafional Cu- 
formity, to which the Houſe agreed. en, 
* the Contents were _ * and told that the 
Lords agree to a Conference as deſired, and appoint it pre- 
{ently in the Painted Chamber. * * * 
3 Then 


my 


E 
Y 1 
A 


4 
a 

. 
= 


- — . ä IRURGe# * 9 — = — 


- 
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have been frequently Evaded, and are by this Bill intended to 


i. ths. th A 


Dom. Ferrers. | 
Dom. Wharton. 3 
Dom. North. 3 
Dom. Grey, W. 
Dom. A 
Dom. Raby. 
Dom. Roc ing ham. f 
Dom. Herbert. 
| Dom. Haverſham. 
Dom. Sommers. 


The Commons being come to the Conference, the Manager? 
Names were read. | 1 
Then the "Houſe was Adjourned during Pleaſure, and the? 
Lords went to the Conference, which being ended ; J 
The Houſe was Reſumed, and the Lord Sean Reported, 
That the Lords had attended the Conference, which was Ma- 
naged for the Commons by Mr. Brumley; who acquainted theii 
Lotdihips,. that the Commons agreed to ſome of their A 
mendments made to the ſaid Bill, and to other Amendment“ 
they diſagree, and made Amendments to one of their Lord 
ihips Amendments, and delivered their Reafons, as follow : 
. To the ſirſt — — made by 8 tothe Bill 
atituled, An EVENT? ca a Conform U 3 
Skm the firſt, line the ach the is do agree. * 4 
To the ſecond and third Amendments, line 10, and 11, 
the Commons diſagree. 1 
Firſt, Becauſe that the recital; That every Perſon to be ad- 
a! into any Othce or Imployment, ſhould be Conform- 
able to the Church, as it is by Law Eſtabliſhed, is confined 
to fuch Laws as Enact, That every ſuch Perſon ſhall receive 
E nacrament of the Lord's Supper, according to the Rites 
and Uſage of the Church of Exglan er. A 
Secondly, Becanfſe the Corporation and the Teſt Acts which 


mw 


8 
\ 


be made Effectual, do provide, That all Perſons to be admitted 1 
inte any Office or Imployment, in purſuance of ny % 
| * f ould 


(15) 


ſhonld receive the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, i 
to the Rites and Uſage of the Church of Enilant. and 
Perſons under ſuch Obligation to receive the Sacrament, the 
Commons conceive are obliged to be conformable to the 
Church, as it is by Law Eſtabliſhed. WIE 

To the Fourth Amendment, line the 2oth, the Commons 
diſagree, becauſe it depends upon the former. 

To the Fifth Amendment, ſecond Skin, line the 4th, the 


1 Commons diſagree, becauſe your Lordihips admit this Bill to 


be reaſonable as to the Officers and Perſons deſcribed in the 
former part of this Clauſe, and the Commons ſee no reaſon 
oy this Bill ſhould not equally extend to the Perſons and 

cers deſcribed in the latter part thereof, left out by your 


SV Lordſhips in this Amendment. 


Secondly, your Lordſhips leaving out in this Amendment 
theſe words, (viz.) CL who by the Laws are obliged to recerve 


ebe Sacrament of the Lord's Supper according to the Rites and 


Uſage of the Church of England] may countenance an Opinion 
that the Perſons deſcribed in the words left out by * 
8 not obliged to receive the Sacrament. 
idly, thoſe words do equallyv refer to th: Perſons deſcri- 
bed in the former part of this Clauſe, to which your Lord- 
ſhips have agreed, as to the Perſons deſcribed in your Lordthips 
Amendment, and the Commons take it to be very evident, 
that every Perſon deſcribed in this Clauſe, as fent up to your 
Lordſhips, is obliged to receive the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, according to the Rites and Uſage of the Church of 
neland. 
o the ſixth Amendment, line the zoth, the Commons do 
To the ſeventh Amendment, line the 3oth, the Commons 
have agreed, with fome Amendments. | 
To the eighth Amendment, line 34. the Commons have 
diſagreed,becauſe (tho many other Reaſons might be offered, 
from which the Commons can never depart, yet at this time 
they think it ſufficient to ſay) that the Penalties left out by 
your Lordſhips in this Amendment, are reaſonable, and no 
more than what are neceſſary to make this Bill effectual. 

To the Ninth Amendment, Third Skin, Line the Ninth, 
the Commons Diſagree, becauſe they think the Penalty of In- 
capacity, as qualified by the ſubſequent Proviſoes, is a pro- 
per Puniſhment for this Offence ; and the Cammons Conceive 
it neceſſary to encreaſe the Penalty upon a ſecond Offence, as 
has been practiſed in many other Caſes. 
* To Chuſe (A4) the Commons Agree. 


To 


(16) 
"76 Clauſe (B.) the Commons Diſagree, ts as this Bill 


takes away no one Priviledge that the Diſſenters have by Law, 
fo the Commons cannot think 1 it fit to give them any new Pri- 


viledge by it. 

To > Clauſe (C) the Commons Diſagree, becauſe the Com- 
mons Concewe there is no Occaſion for it. 

To Clauſe ( D.) the Commons Diſagree, becauſe the — 2 
mons think it neceſſary that the Bill ſhould equally extend to 
all Perſons, before recited, as obliged to Receive the Sacra- 
ment, and ſee no reaſon for the Biſtinction made thereby. 

To Clauſe CE: ) the Commons Diſagree, becauſe if ſuch 
Perſons are obhged to Receive the Sacrament, there is no rea- 
fon to Exempt them out of this Bill, and if they are not obli- 
ged, the Clauſe is unneceſſary. 


Then the firft Amendment to which the Cans 22 
was Read. 
W phereupon it was propoſed to Adjourn. 
* — che Queſtion was put, Whether this Houſe ſhall now 
- = the Report of the Conference and Amendments 
— to the Bill. 
It was Reſolved in the he | 
Then the firſt Amendment Diſagreed to by the Commons 
was Read again, ( viz. ) 
"Firſt Skin, Tenth Line, after [ ſcrrupulors ] read [ but. ] | 
*Eleventh Line leave out from | whereas] to [ ſeveral } in 
the Sixteenth Line. This Amendment poſtponed. In N 3 
Twentieth Line leave out [ ſuch.) This Amendment poſt 
Second Skin,» Fourth Line, leave out from [ Fam 54 to 
{ ball } in the Fifteenth Line. 
It was propoſed to infift on the Amendment made * thas 
Houſe. 
© Aﬀer Debate, | 
The Queſtion was put, Whether this Houſe, aan inſt x 
n the Amendment, ( viz. ) ] 
Second Skin, Line. Fourth, leave out from [ Family] to 
{ſhalt} in the Fifteenth Line. | 
It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 3H 
Second Skin, 33d . after [ aforeſaid); 40 gl | 
Meeting where the Liturgy +5: and where Her Majeſty and | 
the Princeſs Sophia lad not rayed for in expreſs words, 
according to the Liturgy of the Ge of England.) 
Then the Commons Amendments made to beit Lordſhips 
Amendment being Kead, were Agreed to, with the Addition 
of theſe words (vis. 7 
1s 


( 17 ) | 

In Purſuance f the Att paſſed in the Firſt Year ef Kin 

William and Queen Ma Kala d An A — 2 
Rights and Liberrics of ti gubject, and Settling the Succeſſi- 
on of the Crown; and the a paſſed in the Dwelfth and 
Thirteenth Tear of King William the Third; Intituled, An Act 
for the further Limitation of the Crown, and better Securing 
the Rights and Liberties of the Subject. 

Then this Amendment being Read, (viz.) 34th Line, leave 
put { 100 l. and 5 1. per Diem that any ſuch Perſon or Perſons | 
Vall Continue in the Execution of fuch Office or Imployment ] 
Hand inftead thereof inſert [ Twenty Pounds, to be divided into 
Ilree Parts, whereof One Third part do Hey Majeſty, One 

I part to the Informer, and the other Third part rs 


other Thiy 
ebe Poor of the Pariſh where the Offence ſhall be Committed. ' 
7 ' Ordered and Agreed to inſiſt on this Amendment. 

Ordered; That this Houſe will proceed on theſe Amend- 


ments to Morrow after the Cauſe, and that all the Lords be 
Summoned. | | 


Die Veneris 38 Decembris, 1702. 


The Order being Read for proceeding upon the Amendments 
made to the Bill, Intituled, An Act for Preventing Occafional 
Conformity. | 
he 9 in the Third Skin, the Ninth Line, leave 
out from [aforeſaid] to the end of the Bill, was Read, 
= Ordered, To inſiſt on this Amendment. _ 
ow oh Clauſes (B.) (C.) (D.) and (E.) being ſever- 
ally read. * 
Ordered, To inſiſt on the ſaid Clauſes. 
Then the poſtponed Amendment in the Preamble, ( viz. ) 
Firſt Skin, Toth Line, after ¶ ſcrupulous ] Read C br] 11th 
Line, leave out from [ whereas} to [ ſeveral] in the 16th 
Line being Read, | ; 
Ordered, To inſiſt on theſe Amendments. 
Then the Amendment, Twentieth Line, leave out [tech ] 
being Read. Bas 
Ordered, To inſiſt on this Amendment. Ns 
Then Lords Committees were appointed ro Draw Reaſons 
to be Offered at a Free Conterence 2 the Lords — on 
their Amendments made to the Bill, Intituked, Ar for 
Preventing Occaſional Conformity: Whoſe Lordfhips are to in- 
| ſpect the Records for Preſidents where Bills have begun in the 
| ouſe of Peers with Penalties in them; as alſo where Bilk 
have begun with Penalties in the Houſe of Commons, which 
Penalties have been altered in the Houſe of Peers, and Re- 
port to the "Houſe. | 4 
4 B Their 
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Their Lordſhips ot any Three of them to Meet to Morrow 
at Ten a Clock in the borewoun in the Frinces Lodgings. | 
Ordered . Lords Spiritual AH emparal in Parlaament 
Aflembled, Thar the Managers he the Commitee, and all the 
Lords preſent the Seventeenth Inſtant to be the Managers. 
; Die Veneris 8 Januarii, 1702. ta. 
The Lord Steward Reported from the Lords Committees ap- 
unted to inſpect the Records tox.Pxcfidents where Bills with © 
— 448 have begun in the Houſe ot Fezrs, as alſowhete Pe- 
nalties in Bills begun in the Houſe of Commons, which Penal- |» 
ties have been altered in the Houſe ot Peers. 
BY which Report it appears, That from the Twelfth Year 
ol King Henry the Seventh (there being no Records. before 
that time remaining in the Paxliament Otkce ) to the Twelfth 
of King Will:amthe Third, there are many Acts with Penalties | 
Which begun in the Houſe of Lords, and alſo many Acts for 
the Reviving and Rexealingof Acts begun there, and alſo ma- 
ny Preſidents of Acts of Parliament with Penalties begun in 
the Houſe of Commons, where the Lords have Increaſed, Leſ- * 


ſened and Altered the Penalties, and have diſtributed them 


etherwe than was done by the Hcuſe of Commons. | 
They find Prefidents of this kind in an uninterrupted Courſe 
in every Reign, almoſt in every Parliament, and in every Seſfi- 
ons, excepting the Reign ct King James the Second. The Report 
Is very long, and contains ſevexal Hundreds of Preſidents in 
Number. | | 1 
The Lord Steward alſo Reported from the Lords Commit- 
tees, the Reaſons Drawn by them for their Lordſhips inſiſting 
on their Amendments to the Bill, Intituled, Az Att for Pre- 
venting Occaſtonal Conformity, whach, were Read andAgreed 
to by the Houſe, as followeth : | 
The Lords inſiſt on the Second and Third Amendment in 
the Preamble of the Bill: | | 
Becauſe the Words left ont of this Amendment are intro- © 
duchye to the Clauſe left out by their Lordſhips in the Fifth a- 
mendment. Beſides as the Law now ſtands, there are many Offi- | 
ces. and Imploy ments, to which Perſons may be Admitted with- 
out being under, an Obligation to Receive the Sacrament on 
that Account, and therefore they cannot agree to let a Clauſe 
Mad wherein a matter of, Fact is poſitively Afhrmed, which 
they take to be otherwiſe. | | 
>The Lords inſiſt on the Fourth, Amendment, Becauſe it 
depeads on the Former. 
- TheLords.anfiit on their Fifth Amendment, Becauſe the Act 
of the 25th of King Charles the Second called the Left, Act; 
11 11 ä which 
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| CI. © 
which has been found by Experience, to have been an effectual 
Security againft Popery, and which their Lordhips are w—_ 
to Inforce yet further by this Bill, as to the Diſſenters is xn 

to every Body, and it is generally Underſtood to what Imploy- 
ments it does Extend; and therefore their Eordſhips thihk it 
reaſonable to reſt there, and not to Subject Men to the Penal> 
ties of this Bill, upon General or uncertam Words. 

2. The Lords do not go about to take away the Force of 
the Corporation Act, or to leſſen any Security the Chureh of 
England has by it, but cannot Agtee to Extend the Penalties 
of this Bill, to the General words of that Act, which by Con- 
ſtruction hereafter, may ſerve Purpoſes which are not oed at 
preſent to be the Intent of this Bill. | 

The Lords inſiſt on their Eighth Amendment, which relates 
to the Puniſhments as they ſtood, hen the Bill was ſent up 
from the Houſe of Commons. 

Whatever regard their Lordſſiips may have to Reaſotis, 
which the Houſe of Commons are Reſolved never — — 
from, they hope it will not ſeem Strange, that they are nat O 
vinced by ſuch Reaſons as are not thought fit to be Offered. 

But in Juſtification of their Amendment, their Lordſhips 
think fit to ſay, That as they have an undoubted Right to be- 
gin Bills with Pecuniary Penalties, and to alter and diſtribute 
Pecuniary Penalties in Bills ſent up to them by the Houſe of 
Commons (which Right their Anceſtors havealways Enjoyed; 
and from which their Lordſhips can never —_— ſo theyare 
convinced there never was a more juſt Occaſion of makitig uſe 
of that Right, than in the preſent Caſe. © 

2. They Conceive the Penalty of One hundred Founds, and 
Five Pounds a day for every day after the Offence Committed, 
to be Exceſſive; and the whole being given to the Inforttier, 
would prove a dangerous Temptation to Perjury, and a per- 
nicious Encouragement to Informers; the moſt odious Sort of 
Perſons, which would be a Blemiſh on'the'beſt Reign. 

Their Lordfhips have given a ſufficient Proof of their Wil- 
lingneſs, to make this Bill as Effectual as will Conſiſt wick 
Reaſon, by agreeing to ſuch a Pecuniiry: Penalty (beſides the 
loſs of Office ) as may be a proper Encouragement to-Infor- 
mers to Swear the Truth, tho not perhaps a ſuciem Temp- 
tation to go further. 

As to the Ninth Amendment, 
The Commons ſay, they Diſagree, Le 

Becauſe they think e proper Puniſhment for this 
Otfence. The Lords inſiſt upon their Amendments, becault* 
they think directly the — 2 8 . 

2. Their Lordſhips obſerve; A as the- EAW now ſands, 
A 


ary 
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\ uy Perſon having an Office may be preſent at Maſs upon much 
Ca 


ater Terms, then he might be preſent at a Conventicle, if the 
Lords thould depart from this Amendment. 

The Lords think, that an Exgliſß Man cannot be reduced 
toa more unhappy Condition, than to be put by Law under an 
Incapacity of Serving his Prince and Country, and theretore no- 
thing but a Crime of the moſt Deteſtable Nature, ought to 
put him under ſuch a Diſability, they who think the being 
Preſent at a Meeting to beſo High a Crime, can hardly think, 
that a Toleration of ſuch Meetings ought to Continue long, 
and yet the Bill ſays, The Act of Toleration ought to be kept 
Inviolable. | 7 

The Lords do not think it at all Neceſſary, to make any in- 

creaſe of Funithment- for 2 Second Offence, becauſe the Firſt 
Offence is made Forfeiture of Office, and when the Office is 
gone, the Perſon may go to a Meeting without Breach of any 
Law while the Act of Toleration Continues ; and if he ſhall 
afterwards get another Office, he will Forfeit the ſame, and 
incur the Penalties in this Act, it he ſhall ever after be Preſent 
ata Conventicle, which their Eordihips think Suthcient Pu- 
nithment tor a Second Otlence. 
2d Skin, 33d line. The Lords Agree to the Commons A- 
mendments to their Lordihips Amemiment, with the Additi- 
vn of the Words follow ing, after the Words | prayed for] v:z. 
In purſuance of the Act paſjed in the Firſt Tear of King 
William and Qzcen Mary, Intituled, An Act Declaring the 
Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and Settling the Succeſſi- 


on of the Crown; And the Act paſſed in the 12th and 13th of 


King William the Third, Intituled, An Act for the further- 
FEimitation of the Crown, and better Securing the Rights and 
Liberties of the Subject. 

the Lords inſiſt on the Clauſe (B.) 

Becauſe to leave Proteſtant Diſſenters ſubject to Penalties, 
they do not Accept of Offices, and at the ſame Time to Re- 
{tram them, it ny Accept of them upon the Penalties of this 
Bill, from doing what they think . Obliged to in Con- 
ene, is perſecution for Conſcience, and docs not agree with 
what is {et forth in the Preamble of the Bill. 

Ihe Lords Inſiſt on Clauſe (C.) 

Becaule they ſee no Reaſon, why being preſent at Sermons 
or Lectures Preached or Read in the Univerſities, and Eſtabliſh- 
Ab Ancient and very good Intentions, ſhould ſubject Men 
tothe Dangerot incurring the Penaltics of this Law; and the 


lame Clauſe was thought neceſſary in the Act of Uniformity. 


The Lords inſiſt on Clauſe (D.) 
-Becanlc zhe Foreign Retormed Churches, allowed, bf ent 
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allowed, were by the Act of Uniformity Exempted from the 
Penalties of that Law ; and other Foreign Proteftants who 
have been Forced out of their own Country by a Cruel Per- 
ſecution, having Settled here in England, by Encouragement 
from Parliament, as well as from the Crown ; It would have a 
ſtrange Appearance, it it ſhould be thought ſo High an Ofence 
for any of Her Majeſties Subjects in Office, but Once to be 
Preſent at their Way of Worthip: This would give ſuch 7 


Diſcountenance to thoſe of the fame Religion abroad, as would 
no my Suit with Her Majeſties Character of Head of the 


Proteſtant Intereſt in Europe. 

The Lords inſiſt on Clauſe (E.) 

Becauſe the Perſons concerned in it, have no Profit nor any - 
Truſt but what relates to the Poor; and without this Clauſe, 
Charitable Foundations, as Hoſpitals, Publick Workhouſes 


and the like, would meet with Diſcouragements, and the 


Number of them might be leſſened. 


Then a Meſſage, was ſent to the Hauſe of Commons by Sir 


Robert Legard and Doctor Edifbury, to Deſire a Conference 
with the Houſe of Commons, to Morrow at Twelve a Clock 
in the Painted Chamber, upon the Subject Matter of the laſt 
Conference, upon the Bill, Intituled, An Act for Preventing 
Occaſional Conformity. | = 


Die Sabbati, 9 Januar, 1702. | 


The Meſſengers ſent Yeſterday to the Houſe of Commons 
to Deſire a Conference, return Anſwer, That the Commons 


Agree to a Conference as Deſired. 


The Commons being come to the Conference, the laſt Ma- 
nagers Names were read; Then the Houſe was Adjourned du- 


ring Pleaſure, and the Lords went to the Conference which 
being ended. The Houſe was Reſumed, and the Duke of Boltor 
Reported, That the Lords had delivered the Bill with their 


Reaſons to the Commons. 
Die Mercurii, 13 Januarn, 1702. 


A Meſſage was brought from the Houſe of Commons by 
Mr. Anneſley and others, to - Defizxe a Free Conference . 
Ns. 


the Subject Matter of the laſt Conference, upon the Bill, 
tituled, An Act for Preventing Occafional Conformity. 
To which the Houſe Agreed, and Ordered rhe fame to be on 
Saturday next, at One a Clock in the Painted Chamber. 
Then the Commons were called in and told, That the Lords 


Agree to a Free Conference as Deſired, and Appoint it to be 


on Saturday next, at One a Clock in the Painted Chamber. 
B 3 | Bis 
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Die Sabbati, 16 7 anuarii, oz. 


The Houfe being Informed, That the Commons were come 


to the Free Conference, the Managers Names were read. 

Then the Honſe was Adjourned during Pleaſure, and the 
Lords went to the Free Conference, which being ende1, 

The Houſe was Reſume1, and the Lord Steward Reported, 
That they had attended the Free Conference, and that Mr. 
Bromley acquainted their Lordſhips, that the Commons had 
agreed to an Amendment, that the Lords had made to their 
Amendment, ( v:z.) 2 Skin, 33 1. and that the Commons 
had inſiſted on their Diſagreement to the Lords other Amend- 
ments. 


Which Report of the Free Conference is as followetk : 


The Managers for the Lords at the Free Conference, were 
the Duke of Devonſbire, Lord Steward, the Earl of Peter- 
borough, the Lord Biſhop of Salisbury, the Lord Somers, 
and the Lord Halifax. 

The Lords of this Houſe who were commanded to Manage 
the Free Conference with the Commons, on Saturday the 16th 
of Fanuary, did meet the Commons, and the Free Conference 
was begun by the Managers for the Commons, who were 
Mr. Bromley, Mr. St. Fohn, Mr. Finch, Mr. Solicitor 
General, and Sir Thomas Powis. 

They acquainted the Managers for the Lords, that the 
Commons had agreed to the addition of words their Lord{hips 
had made to the Commons Amendmentsto the Lords Ainead- 
ment in the 24 Skin, I. 
ment to the Lords other * and to their Lordihips 
Chuſes Marked B, C, D, & E, and therefore had deſired 
this Free Conference with the Lords, in order to preſerve a 
good Correſpondence between the two Houſes. 

That the Intereſts of the Church and State were not to be 
1 Without it, and that the Commons might omit 
nothing to maintain a good Correſpondence they had taken 
this way, which had been Practiced with ſo good ſucceſs by 
their Anceftors. 

That the Intent of this Bill for preventing Occafional 
Conformity is only to reſtrain, to put a ſtop to a very Scan- 
aaious Practice, Which is a Reproach to Religion, gives Of- 


fenge to all good Chriſtians, and to the beſt among the Diſ- 


ſenters themſelves. 
That this Bill Enacts nothing ne:v; that it is intended to 
make the Laws in being more etectual. 
That thoſe Laws were thought ſufficient to ſecure our 
Eſtabliſhmeat ; 


3. but inſiſted on their Diſagree- 
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Fftabliſnmett; but finee the Invention, Hince the Iniquity of 


Men had found out ways to evade and elude them, the Com- 
mons would never doubt but the Lords would let theſe Men 
ſee they would not be wanting on their part, to Maintain 
and Support it; That this Bill appears to the Commons 
ahſolutely neceſſary for the preventing thoſe Miſchiefs which 
muſt prove deſtructive to the Church, and the Monatchy. 
That the Commons were incapable of having any Deſigns 
they. were aſhamed to own : That they deſigned nothing but 
the preſervation of the Church of England, and the Monarchy, 
and doubted not to meet with a ready Concurrence from the 


Lords in their deſigns. by 


That an Eſtabliſhed Religion, and a National Church, are 


abſolutely neceffary, When ſo many ill Men pretend to Inſpira- 
tion wh en het are T5 many weak Men to follow chain. 

That if a National Church be neceſſary, the only effectual 
way to preſerve it, is, by keeping the Civil Power in the 
Hands of thoſe whoſe Practices and Principles are Conformable 
won. | ; 

That When the Corporation Act was made, the Parliament 
had freſh in their Minds the Confuſions and Calamities that 
had been brought upon the Nation, hy ſuch as pretended to be 
at the ſame time in the true Intereſt of Religion and their 
Countrey: That the Parliament by that Act, and afterwards 
by the Teſt Act, thought they had Secured 6ur Eſtabliſhment 
both in Church and State, and chat they had provided a fuffi- 
cient Barrier to Defeat and Diſappoint any Artempts again 
them, by Enacting, That all in Offices ſhould Receive the 
Sacrament of the Lords 8 according to the Rites and 
Uſage. of the Church of gland. and never imagined a Ser 
of Men would, at any time, rife up, whoſe Conſtiences were 
_ tender to obey the Laws, but hardned enough to break 
thro any. | 5 

That as upon the Revolution, the laſt Reign began with an 
Act in Favour of the Diſſenters, ſo the Commons do Deſire, 
in the beginning of Her Majeſties Auſpicious Reign, an Act 
may pa in Favour of the Church bf England, That the Laws 
which have been Invaded may noty be effectually Inforced ; 
and that thoſe Men may be kept out of Offices, who have 


2 


ſhewn they never wanted the Will, when they had the Power, 


to Deitroy the Church. 
That nothing had been more Miſrepreſented, than this Bill. 


That this Bill does not Intrench on the Act of Toleration, 
ani in no reſpect effects what is Enacted by it. | : 
That this Biſt takes not from the Diſſentets any One Privi- 
Edge they have by Law. 
B 4 That 
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That this Bill gives not any One Priviledge to the Church of 
England, which is not (at leaſt ) Red her by the Laws as 


they now ſtand. 


Their Managers then acquainted the Lords, That the Com- 


mons inſiſted on their Diſagreement to the Second and Third 


Amendments made by the Lords in the Preamble of the Bill, 
_ = their Diſagreement. to the Fourth Amendment, and 
Argued, . 

That a Preamble is to Declare the Occaſion of making a | 


L, it makes no Law, and if it be proper to the Enacting | 


Clatiſe, tis a proper Preamble. a 
That the Propoſitions advanced in this Preamble are theſe, 


That whatſoever Ferſons are Enacted to Qualifie themſelves, ; 


the Laws intend ſhould be Conformable to the Church. 
That if the Laws Provide, they ſhall Receive the Sacra- 
ment, and by that intenda Conformity ; then whoſoever breaks | 
the Intention of the Laws, breaks the Law, or at leaft evades | 
the Law, and it is fit to Secure us againſt ſuch Practices. 
That it it be fit the Corporation Clauſe ſhould ſtand in the 

Body, the Lords Reaſons for the Amendments in the Pream- 
ble will not be of Weight. Ag 

That the Preamble mentions ſuch Perſons and ſuch Offices, 
Which muſt be the Perſons and the Offices the Act relates to, | 
and can be no other. | | 
That the word Enacting can only be underſtood of the Laws 
that do ſo Enact, being relative, is {till more 2 and neceſſary. 
That however, and if the Lords had pleaſed, they might, by 
a very little Amendment, have obviated the Objection they 
make to theſe words, by changing every Perſon into ſeveral 
Ferſons ; which would have reconciled them to the moſt Rigid 
. Conſtruction, 


Fhen their Managers acquainted the Lords, That they 
- their Diſagreeing to the Fifth Amendment, and 

Sued, | 

That the words in the Teſt Act are more general and un- 
certain than thoſe in the Corporation Act, which their Mana- 
gers Cited and Compared. 
That the words in the Corporation Act haye been there 
more than Fourty Years without any inconyeniency from 
tem, or any Complaint againſt them for their being too 
General and Uncertain. 1 . 
hat the Indiicements for paſſing the Corporation Act, ac- 
ling to the Preamble, were, That a Succeſſion in Corpora- 
ons might be perpetuated in the Hands of Ferſons well A fo 


(25) 
Red to the King and the Eftabliſhed Government, and for 
the Preſervation of the Publick Peace both in Church and State. 
That theſe were the Purpoſes the Commons Deſigned in the 
Paſſing this Law. 1 * 

That theſe Purpoſes the Commons know the Lords will 
with them own are very proper to be attained, and that the 
Commons cannot at no tune difown, becauſe they can at no 


time have any other. | F 
That the Lords Agree this Bill ſhould relate to Officers in 


the Teſt Act, becauſe the Law intends thoſe Officers ſhould 
be Conformable ; and if the Intention of that Law be the 
Reaſon to Provide againſt ſuch Evaders of it, the like Intenti- 
on in the Corporation Act will ſerve for a Reaſon to Provide 
againſt the Evaders of the Corporation Act. 

That by Occaſional Conformity the Diſſenters may let 
themſelves into the Government of all the Corporations, and 
tis obvious how far that would influence the Government of 
the Kingdom. 4 ==" , .o} 

That to ſeparate from a Church which has nothing in it 
againſt a Mans Conſcience to Conform to, is Schiſm. 

That Schiſm is certainly a Spiritual Sin, without the 
ſuperadding of a Temporal Law to make it an Offence. 

That Occafional Conformity Declares a Mans Conſcience 
will let him Conform, and in ſuch a Man Non Conformity is 
a wilful Sin, and why ſhould Occaſional Conformity be 
allowed in Corporations 2 when the Lords Agree, That out 
of Corporations it ought not to be allowed. 

That if it be Reaſonable, as the Lords allow it 15, That he 
who hath an Office out of a Corporation, tho? it Intitles him 
perhaps to very little Profits or Ruft, ſhould be Conformable; 
it is certainly much more Reaſonable, That another who is 
truſted with Magiſtracy and Power in a Corporation, and has 
thereby a greater Influence, ſnould be Conformable. | 


The Managers for the Commons inſiſted on their Diſa- 
FJreeing to the Lords Eighth Amendment, and Argued, 
That if the Lords were pleaſed to Conſider how. much 
ater the Penalties and other Penal Laws were, in many 
ſtances than in this Bill, they preſumed. the Lords would 
not think thoſe in this Bill excetlive. ae 
That in laying Penalties, the Commons ſhall always endea- 
vour to make them ſuch as ſhall neither Tempt to Perjury, 
nor totally Diſcourage Information and Proſecutions, which 
they thought this Amendment of the Lords would do, ſhoul1 
the Commons Agree to it, | i 
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Their Managers inſiſted on their Diſazreement to the Lords 
Ninth Amendment, and Argned, | 

That the Funiſhment of Incapacity, the Recapacitating and 
the Increaſe of Puniſhment for a Second Offence, are warranted 
by many Prefidents of the like nature in other Penal Laws. 

That an Incapacity, as qualified by the ſubſequent Proviſo, 


is 2 very proper Puniſhment; That a Second Offence is a Re- 
kpſeandan Apoſtacy, which are Circumſtances that aggravate 


and make it more heinous than the Firſt Ofencs, and therefore 


deſerve an Increaſe of Puniſhment. 


That he is indeed reduced to a very unhappy Condition, 
who is made mcapable of Serving his Prince and Countrey ; 
but in the preſent Caſe our Prince and Countrey would 
m 2 more unhappy. Condition to be ſerved by ſuch, whoſe 
Principles are inconfiftent with the Good and Welfare of our 
Eftabliſhment. g 

That the Commons could never imagine the Lords could 
inferr from this Incapacity, the taking away the Toleration. 
That the Toleration was intended only for the Eaſe of 
Tender and Scrupulons Conſciences, and not to give a Licence 
for Occaſional Cy. | | | 

That Conforming and Non Conforming are Contradictions, 
nothing but a firm Perfwaſion that our Terms of Communion 
are linful and unlawtu] can juftifie the one, and that plainly 
Condemn the other. £ 


For their inſiſting on their Diſagreeing to the Clanſes marked 
B. U D, and E. their Managers offered theſe Reaſons. 
That the exempting Proteſtant Diſſenters from ſerving 
Offices would rather Eſtabliſſi Occaſional Non Conformity than 
Prevent Occaſional Conformity, and therefore Increaſe not 
Cure the Evil the Bill was intended to Remedy. 

That the Act of Uniformity, which Eſtabliſhed the Litur 
and Practice of the Church of England, has provided for the 
Sermons or Lectures Preached or Was in the Univerſities. 

That thoſe Setmons and Lectures having been in ſuch 
manner provided for, it was not thought neceſſary whe 1 the 
ACt paſted in the 16th and in the azth Car. 2. to Prevent and 
Suppreſs Seditious Conventicles (in both which Acts Con- 
Gn _ NET, 1 in pow Bill) to _ any * 

Weprion tor them, and yet they were never by any Conſtru- 
— exken to be e > hn, hl EO lene: | 

That the Allowing an Exemption to ſuch as ſhould be 
preſent at the Exerciſes in the Foren Reformed Churches 
would be to open a Door for the Evading this Law. 56 | 

4 4 at 
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That the Places of Governors of ſome Haſpitals are very 
Conſiderable Preferments, and given as ſuch totheMlergy of rhe 
Church of Exgland, and the Commons can never Conſent by 
any Law to let in the Diſſentets to the dnjoyment of them. 


The Managers for the Lords did maintain the-Akerations | 


made in rhe Bill, and the Clauſes added to it. 


The Subſtance of what was ſaid by your Managers was, 
That the Lords were as deſirous as the Commons to preſerve a 
good Correſ ce berwixt the two Houſes: | * | 

2 — for the ing the Evil th 
t ave gone 2 great way for reventing the Evil this 
Bl is — to 5 and 88 it to be a ſcandal to 
Religion, that Perſons ſhould Conform only for a Place. 

That the Lords do not take going to a Meeting to be mal 
in fe, tor that the Diſſenters are Proteſtants, and differ from 


the Church of England only in ſome little Forms, and there- 


fore the Lords think loſs of Office a ſufficient Puniſhment, 
without an Incapaciry. AF 

That it can never be thought thoſe of the better ſort will 
be guilty of this Offence, it they are, they loſe their Offices, 
and loſs of Office is a ſeyere Penalty in Inferior Officers of the 
Cuſtoms, and Exciſe, and who have little elſe to ſubſiſt on; 
in thort, they will be undone by the loſs of their Office ; and 
this the Lords think ſevere enough, without carrying it much 
further; this is yet more conſiderable in Patent Places, Which 
by a common Cuſtom are bought and ſold, and are of the na- 
ture of Freeholds. | ; 

That Incapacity is too great a Penalty, and that it is hard 
to imagine any Offence, that is not Capnal, can deſerve it. 


That there is no more reaſon to Puniſh this Offence with 


Incapacity, than to make it Felony. 


That the Diſſenters are not obnoxious to the Government, 


28 when the Corporation Act was made. 


That the moſt Confiderable Perſons of the Diſſenters are 


well affected to the preſent Conſtitution, and are hearty E- 
nemies to the —— and Kingdoms Enemies. 

That in ſome Corporations the Lords take the Election of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, to be only in ſuch as are 
concerned in the Government of them, as at Buckingham, Ec. 


and the Lords would not by this Bill deprive Men of their 


Birthrights. 

Thar the Lords do not think fit to bring any 
ſhips upon the Diffenters, ſince great advantages 
trom the Act of Toleration. 


eater hard- 
ve accrued 


That the Diſſenters had formerly been Seditious, and had 


appeared 


ir Agreeing fo far as they have done to this Bill; 
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| red in open Rebellion, then declared both agamſi 
Church and State. 7 : 
But of late in the greateſt extremity of the Church, they | 
5 f with her, when the Biſhops were in the Tower, the 
enters ſhewed they had no prejudice to the Church, and 
o they have continued to behave themſelves. 


That the Lords did equally defire 2 good Correſpondence 
betwaxt the two Houſes, and were ſo ſatisfred of the neceſſity 
ef Union at this time, that they thought all Meaſures fatal 
that might create any Divifons amongſt Proteſtants at home, 
er give any Check to the neceſſary Union amongſt our Allies 

abroad, of the Reformed Religion, | 
For which Reaſons, in a time of War they thought Altera- 
tions unneceſſary, and dangerous, and were unwilling to bring 
any real hardſhips upon the Diſſenters at this time, or give 
b them any cauſe of Jealouſies or Fears. 
| That the Toleration hath had ſuch viſible and good effects, 
hath contributed ſo much to the Security and Reputation ot 
the Church of England, and produced 85 good a temper a- 
mongſt the Diſſenters, that the Lords are unwilling to give 
the leaſt diſcredit to that Act; being ſenſible that Liberty 
ot Conſcience, and gentle Meaſures are moſt proper, and 
have been found moſt effectual toward increaſing the Church, 

and diminiſhing the number of Diſſenters. 

That the Lords apprehend that ſome parts of this Bill by 
them amended, have an Air of Severity impropei for this Sea- 
fon ; that tho' there may be ſome things to be found fault 
Wich, yet a proper time ought to be taken to apply Remedies ; 
that the attempting too haſty Cures, have often proved fatal. 

That the Lords could not conceive, the Intereft of the 

1 Church and State were not to be Supported without this Bill; 

fince in caſe of ſuch danger, and neceſſity; this Remedy muſt 

have been propoſed before now, by ſome of thoſe Worthy 

Members of the Church of England, who in ſo many Parlia- 

ments ſince the Toleration, have ſhown ſo much Zeal for the 
National Church and Government. 

That the Lords think they haye ſufficiently ſewn their diſ- 
like to the Practice of Occaſional Conformity, on which they 
inflict no leſs a Faniſhment than loſs of Place, and have con- 
ſented hkewiſe to a reaſonable Fine to be laid on thoſe who 
are proved guilty of this Crime. 0 

The Lords cannot hut conceive; That if this Bill did 
Enact nothing New, there would got be ſuch a -Conteſt a- 
Cont it; that it » plain, tho' Occaſional Conformity ought 
always do have been eſteemed a Crime, but that the Practice 


Was | 


© - > mr 

was New, and the Puniſhment provided by this Law New 
likewiſe, the Lords conſent to a Funiſhment, but would pro- 
portion the Penalty to the Offence. 

That the Commons give up this Argument, when they pro- 

ſe for new Invented Crimes, new Invented Puniſhments. 

That as the Commons need not to be aſhamed of Deſigns fo 

laudable as the Preſervation of the Church of England, and 
Monarchy, ſo the Lords conclude their deſires of ſecuring the 
Toleration Act, the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom at home, 
and the Intereſt of the Nation abroad, will meet with a fair 
Conſtruction, eſpecially when they hope the Church is ſo well 
ſecured by her Docttine, by the good Laws of the Realm, and 
the Protection of ſo Pious a Queen, aſſiſted by a Parliament fo 
well affected to the Church and State. 

That the Lords not only allow the neceſſity of an Eftabliſhed 


Religion, and a National Church, but being likewiſe of that 


National Church, they can never be wanting to thoſe Mea- 


ſures they think proper to ſecure it; and tho? by the firſt ap- 


pearance the Members of the Houſe of Commons may ſeem 
 uponthis Occaſion the moſt Zealous Champions ta the Natio- 
nal Eſtabliſhment, yet the Lords think the only Conteſt be- 
tween them is, which ſhall moſt befriend and take care of the 
Church; the one would procure a haſty ſettled Submiſſion, 
not ſo much to be depended upon, the other would obtain for 
her a more gradual but a ſafer advantage over thoſe that 


Diſſent from her, the ſame End being deſigned by both, and 


only ſome difference in the Means to attain 1t. 

That the Lords do not well underſtand the Inference, that 
as upon the Revolution the laſt Reign began with an Act in 
favour of the Diſſenters, ſo the Commons do deſire in the be- 
ginning of Her Majeſties Reign, an Act may paſs in favour of 
the Church. The Lords conceive, that both Reigns began 
upon the ſame Bottom and Foundation ; and that as in this 
Reign Her Majeſty hath been pleaſed to give Gracious Aſſu- 
rances as to Liberty of Conſcience, ſo in the laſt, the Church 
ever met with Protection and Support. 

That the Intereſt of both Princes is to Support the Church 
a2ainft her Enemies; that it is hard, as well as untrue to fa 


of the Diffenters, they never wanted the Will, when they had 


the Power to deſtroy the Church and State; fince in the laſt 
and greateſt Danger the Church was expoſed to, they joyned 
with her with all imaginable Zeal and Sincerity againſt the 
Papiſts, their Common Enemies, ſhewing no prejudice to the 
Church, but the utmoſt reſpect to her Biſhops, when ſent to 
the Tower; and that ever ſince they have continued to ſhew 
all the Signs of Friendſhip and Submiſſion te the Government 
at Church and State. That 
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That in truth, formerly the Diſſenters had been Sedit ious, 


aud in Arms and Oppoſition to the State and Church; but it 


was the Effect of Perſecution, and that even then, they were 
open and zvowed Enemies, but that Tolerat ion and Tenderneſs 
had never miffecFof procurmg Peace and Union, as Perſecu- 
non hack never failed producing the contrary Effects. 


Fette Lords camot think the Diſſenters can properly be 


calle Sehifmaticks, at leaſt chat differ in no eſſential Point; 
tne fact an Opmion allbwed, would bring a heavy Charge 

the Church of 1. who by a Law have Tolerated 
fel # Schifin; That Connivance hath been uſed to Schiſma- 
ticks ; Phat Publick Allowance was never given to ſuch, and 
the Churchmen having allbw'& Communion with the Reform- 
ed Churches abroad, Profeſſing Calvin, it muſt follow, they 
hols chem not Guilty of Schiſm, or coul.l not allow Commu- 
men with them. 6 | 

That chis Bill inflicts a Second Puniſhment on thoſe who fled 
from Fate for their Religion, That they ſought a voy im- 
proper Refuge amongſt thoſe that muſt think them Guilty of 
Sehn, and muſt uſe them accordingly; That this may be uſed 
an Argument to Juſfity even the Perſecution in France: 
My may not the Roman Catholicks with reaſon Baniſh thoſe, 
that een Proteſtants can hardly Endure amongſt them, and for 
whote Doctrine and Practice they ſhew ſuch an Averſion, that 
Man muſt forfeit his Place, and undergo a liard' Penalty but 
for entring Once into their Congregation. 

That the Lords cannot depart from the Clauſe relating to the 
Hure and Walloon Churches fo long Eſtabliſhed amongſt us, 
leuft it mould give great Diſguſt and Offence to our Allies a- 
broad; and at the fame time forfeit the greateſt Character can 
be giren a Chureh, that of Tenderneſs and: Charity to Feilow 
iin; the Contrary Practice being what is ſo much ab- 
hoxred amongit Roman Catholicks. 

Fat thy" the Lords allow, That no Man hath a Place by 
Bireright, or but few ſuch Examples in Our Government, yet 
that ging a Vote for a Repreſencative in Parliament, is the 
tial Priviledge whereby every Engii/b Man preſerves his 
Property; and that whatſoever deprives him of ſuch Vote de- 
prives him of his Birthright. 

Phe Lords are of Opunon, The Diſſenters ſhould have Li- 
berry of. Conſtierice, but Agree to the further Meaſures pro- 
poted” by the Commons, to allow neither Diſſenters, nor Oc- 
cattonal” Conformiſts any ſhare in the Government; but they 
rake this to be the great Security for the Eſtabliſhed Religion, 
that all who Sit in the Houſe of Commons mult be Church- 
men, and the difference between a Churchman chaſe byChurch- 
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men and-ckofe by Diſſenters is only this, that the former wilt 


be for uſing Severer, the other Gentler means, for bringing the 
Diſſenters into the Church. 4 | 
Thar the Diſagreeing to the Clauſe relating to Workhowſes 
where the Poor were Imployed and Reheved, ſeems very hard, 
ſince it could never be Conceived; That the Diſtribution of ſome 
Presbyterian Bread to the Poor, and Diullenting Water-Gruel to 
the Sick, could ever bring any Prejudice to the Church of Eng- 
land; eſpecially by ſuch that having no Authority in the Go- 
vernment, or Frofit by the Adminiſtration of fuch Charities, 
gave them indifferently to thoſe of all Perfivaltons. | 
Allow them Charicy to cover their Sins, which God allows 
and: Commands, | 
That the Lords Conceived the Act of Toleration, had vis 
ſibly proved to the Advantage of the Church, that even the 
Practice of Occaſional Conformity in a few, as it had done 
great Prejudice to the Diſſenters, ſo had it added to the Repu- 
tation and Authority of the Church; the Dilſenters- having 
determined the Point againſt themſelves by this Practice, for it 
they can Conform for a Place, much more ought they to do 
ſo in Compliance with the Law, and for the fake of Unity. 
But one or two Inſtances of this in ſo long a tame. | 
That the Lords are of Opinion, the Diſſenters are coming 
into the Church, and that nothing but terrifying Meaſures 
and Severity can prevent the happy Union. 9 


The main Deſign of this. Bill, is to Secure the Church of 
England, and in this the Lords do: perfectly Agree with the 
Commons, both ſides of the Hbaſe joyn in it with equal Zeal ; 
and the main Point of this Bfll being the excluding all Perſons: 
from Imployments of Truſt, who Yn themſelves to any other 
Bodies 2 Religious Worſhip, beſides the Church of Eng- 
land, The Lords do Agree intirely with them likewiſe in this; 
all the Difference is, what further Penalties:ſhould be laid, be- 
ſides the Forfeiture of the Imployment, on.Perfons ſo offendin 3 

The Lords Þok on the fixing of Qualifications for Places of 
Truſt to be a thing ſo intirely Lodged with the Legiſlature, 
that without giving any reaſon for it, upon any apprehenſion 
of Danger, how remote ſoever, every Government may put 
ſuch Rules, Reſtraints, or Conditions, on all who ſerve in any 
Flace of Truſt, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe for; but Penalties and 
Pumſhments are of another nature. 

Drace's. Laws, by. reaſon of their extream Severity, are ſaid: 
to have been writ in Blood; if Petty Larceny were made 
Capital here would be juſt: Occaſion for Cenſute. 


here oug lu to be 2. proportion obſerved: bet eon · the Of 
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fence and the Puniſhment ; and Offences of a lower nature 
ougnt-not to be puniſhed more Severely than Offences of 2 


igher nature. 
Paper has been ever lookt on as that which we ought to 
a end and fear the moſt, and guard chiefly againſt it, be- 


ing our moſt Inveterate, moſt Reſtleſs, and moſt Formidable 


Enemy ; and therefore there has been always a great Differenc: 
t 


ot between Papiſt and Proteſtant Diſſenters, how bad and 
erous ſoever they may be. | 
here has been a ſpirit of Moderation eminently Conſpi- 

cuous in the whole Progreſs of our Legiſlation, with Relation 
to that Religion, ſutable both to the Natural Gentleneſs of this 
Government, and to the Charity which our Religion Teaches. 

In the firſt beginning of 1 under Edward the 
Sixth, the Act of Uniformity was Conceived in Terms ſuitable 
to that Moderation. | 
1. Any Clergyman that ſhould uſe any 


other manner of Ma 55 wiltully ſtanding in the ſame, or that 


mould Preach againſt the Book of Common Prayer, tor the firſt 


Oftence was only to Forfeit one Years Profits of any one of his 
Spiritual Preferments, with Six Months Impriſonment: Here 
was a Mild Puniſhment, even of a Clergyman Offending, and 
yet that was not Inflicted, unleſs he continued Obſtinate. 

By the ſame Act, It any of the Laity ſhould Procure or 
Compell any to uſe any other Form of Worſhip in a Cathedral 
or Pariſh Church; even for ſo Publick an Affront to the Eſta- 
blilhed Religion, he was only to be Fined in 10 7. or to ſuffer 
Three Months Impriſonment. | 

Wich this Gentleneſs was our Reformation at firſt ſet up; 
and tho" perhaps, it may be ſuggeſted, that by this mildneſs Pa- 
pilts were ſo favourably uſed, that they had it ſoon in their 
Power to lay that Work in the Duſt, and to burn thoſe who 
had uſed them ſo Mercifully : Yet when things were happily 
Re-eſtabliihed by Queen Elizabeih, tho' the Penalties were 
a little herghtned, ſtill the Moderation of that time was Eminent. 

A Clergyman that before for his firſt Offence had Forfeited 
one Years Profits. of any one Preferment, did by the Act of 
rhe Queen Forfeit One Year of all his Preferment, and the 
Frocurers or Compellers of uſing another Form of Worſhip, 
ehen in a Cathedral, were Fined in an Hundred Marks. 
Wich ſuch Gentle Methods was our Reformation at firſt 
Eltabliſhed : And when the many Conſpiracies againſt the 
Lite of that Queen forced the Government to greater Seve- 
rities, yet in the Statute of the Twenty third x the Queen, 


the hearing of Maſs was indeed made more Penal, One hun- 
ared Marks was ſet for the Fine, with a years ns 
9 ut 


J * Judgment Submit and Conform, he was to be — 
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but with this Temper, that if the Perſor accuſed did before 


d; 
this is the higheſt Severity to which our Laws have carried the 
Hearing of Maſs, and here is an eaſie way provided to eſcape it. 
I need not obſerve that the Penalty of this Bill goes higher, 
and is not ſo eaſily avoided. 

A Papiſt Convict, as ſoon as he Conforms himſelf, and Re- 
ceives the Sacrament, i immediately Cleared ; no Incapacity 
lies upon him: but this Act carries that matter further, to a 
Years Incapacity. A Papiſt that ſhall Relapſe, and fall under 
a ſecond Conviction, is only Convicted over again, without 
any Aggravation of the Cenſure; which by this Bill is much 
herghtened upon a ſecond Otlence; ſo that the Penalties of this 
Bill are higher than any the Law has laid on Papiſts for aſſiſt- 
ing at the Solemneſt Acts of their Religion. It is true, if a 
Papiſt ſhall hear Maſs with Five Perſons more than thoſe of 
his own Family, he falls under the Penalties of this Bill; but 
all that have been Abroad, and are acquainted with the Me- 
thods of that Religion, even where it Acts in a full freedom, 
know that the practice of Solitary Maſſes among them is fo - 
common, that no Man of that Church is in danger of falling 
under any Penalty for having any Number about him in the 
Acts of n Worſhip. 

When the firſt Act againſt Conventicles paſt, which is the 
Foundation of a great part of this Bill, the Fines ſet were Six 
Months Impriſonment, to be Redeemable by Five Pounds for 
the firſt Offence ; a Years Impriſonment, to be Redeemable 
by Ten Pounds for the Second Offence ; and Baniſhment was 
the Puniſhment for the Third Offence. 

The Lords diſliking that Severity, added a Clauſe for Re- 
deeming that by an Hundred Pounds, and appropriated the 
Fine; The Severity of theſe Pains did not agree with the Tem- 
per of Engliſß Men, and the Act was not much Executed; 
ſome Years after that, a gentler Act was made, The Fines were 
then ſet at Five Shillings and Ten Shillings for the Firſt and 
Second Offence ; but no Man could be Fined above Ten 
Pounds for any Offence againſt that Act, except the Maſter 
of the Houſe where the Conventicle was held, who was te 
be Fined in Twenty Pounds. : . | 

The Severity of this was intended to Force the Diſſenters to 
Petition for the Toleration, that was then deſigned, and fol- 
lowed not long after; this Act was Executed in Stariing's 
Mayoralty with the greateſt Severity, at the time that Madam 
was at Dover. Soon after that Proſecution was Shckened, 
but after the Attempt made for rhe Excluſion, theſe Laws 
were again Exe uted for ſome Years, with great —_— 
« Popith Management. After _ had ſet the Chureh __ 
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the Diſſenters, then, according to their wonted Acts, they ſtu- 
diedto ſet the Diſſenters as much againſt the Church. 


When by ſuch Methods we were reduced to the laſt Ex- 


tremities, then was the late King Invited to come and Deliver 
us; and after He had Secured our Religion, our Laws, and 
our Liberties, He, by the Act of Toleration which He paſſed, 
Quieted thoſe Heats that had almoſt Conſumed us: What c- 
ver ſome may think, He will be ſtill reckoned among the 
teſt of our Kings, to Him we owed a long Continuance of 
a Flouriſhing Time, even during a great War, and it is to 
Him that we owe the great Happineſs of Her Majeſties being 
now on the Throne. : 
The Church has no Reaſon to Complain of the Effects of the 
Toleration, for as the Numbers of thoſe who Divide from us 
do-vifbly Abate all over the Nation, ſo the Heat and Firmen- 
tation which was Raiſed by thoſe Diviſions 1s almoſt Ny 
Jaid, and we cannot but look on that as a Happy Step towar 
the Healing of our Wounds. 

But what may we not look for under the Reign of ſuch a 
Queen Whoſe Example, whoſe Virt"1es and Zeal give us Rex- 
fon to Hope for a Happy State of Matters in the Church, if 
undue Severities do not again Raiſe new Flames, and ſet anew 
Edge on Mens Spirits, which may Blaſt theſe Hopes, and De- 
teat the Succeſs that we might otherwiſe Expect under ſuch 
an Auſpicious Reign. 

Before the Act of Toleration paſt, while Conventicles were 
Illegal and Crinunal Aſſemblies, yet even then a Man in Of- 
ice, that was preſent at them, was only liable to a Fine of Ten 
Pounds: Whereas by this Bill, he is liable to a Fine of an Hun- 
dared Pounds for being preſent at them, tho' they have now 
an Impunity by Law : It does not ſeem fo very ſuitable that 
the fame Action {hall be made Ten times more Penal after ſuch 
an Impunity is Granted, than it was before the Paſſing that 
Law, while ſuch Aſſemblies were Illegal. 

This is yet more Extraordinary, with relation to the Chur- 
ches of the Foreign Proteſtants, that were taken Care of even 
in the Act of Uniformity, ſo that theſe are Legal Aſſemblies, 
not only Tolerated but Allowed; Now how unlimitted ſo- 
ever the Legillature is as to the Qualifications neceſſary for all 
that hold any Place of Truſt, yet it ſeems contrary to all known 
Rules, to lay a very heavy Penalty on any Action that is allow- 
ed by Law. | 
A known Maxim, with relation to all Laws that are highly 
Fenal, 35, That. the Words expreſſing the Crime, ought to be 
Clear, and of a Determinate Senſe ; not liable to Conſtructions 
and Stretches.: Since the greatneſs of the Penalty may prove an 
Inducement to make thoſe Stretches, and to carry them far bl 
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yond what is intended. The Crime fo Penal by this Bill, is to be 
in a Meeting with Five more than the Family, under the Pre- 
tence of Religious Worthip, other than according to the Litur- 
gy and Practice of the Church of England: Now we know 
indeed what the Liturgy is, but it is not fo eaſie to tell what 
the Importance of the Word Practice may he, or how far that 
may be carried, whether it is the Fractice of Cathedral or Pa- 
rochial Churches, and whether Practice ſhall Govern the Li- 


- turgy as in the not ſaying the Second Service at the Altar, or 


Chriſtning after the Second Leflon ? and whether all Family 
Prayer, it not by the Form of the Liturgy, is not Condemned 2 
Tho'-many Books for Family Prayers have been much recom- 
mended and commonly made uſe f. 

In the Countrey, few Perſons of Condition are ſo Retired, as 
not to have often Five more than their Family within their 
Houſes ; muſt theſe be Excluded from Family Prayer, if it is 
not according to the Liturgy, and may not even the Liturgy 
Prayers, without Pſalms and Leſſons, be likewife included 
within theſe words, or at leaft be carried to that by Vexatious 
Informers, and be ſo given by eaſie Juries, and partial Judges: 
It therefore ſeems Enſnaring and Unbecoming ſo Mild a Go- 
vernment, as ours happily is, eſpecially when it is in ſuch Hands, 
to lay ſo heavy a Penalty upon an Otfencæꝭ ſo dubiouſlyExpreſled. 

But as the Penalty ſeems Exceſſive, and the words are of un- 
certain Signiſication, ſo the Lords do not approve of the Appli- 
cation of the Sums to be Raiſed by this Bill, that they ſhould 
all goto the Informer. The Ancient Method was, to give'them 
to the Crown, and to leave the Incouraging Inſormers to the 
Crown: It was one of thoſe Truſts that were Lodged with the 
Sovereign ; and ſo the Laws were to be Executed ſeverely or 
more remilly as the Publick Occaſions required; but by this Bill 
all is given to the Informer, One hundred Pounds for the Of- 
fence, and Five Pounds a Day for Three Months, both which 


may amount to Five hundred and fifty Pounds. 


For tho' ah Oath muſt be made within Ten Days, yet this 
not being to be done 1n Open Court, the Party may not heat 
of it, and it he knows it to be falſe he may have no regard ta 
it, ſo he may let it run to the Term limitted by the Bill. 

This Nation has been Groating long under Falſe Swearing 
that has been in every Corner, all ſides have had their Share 
in it, till God pours out another Spirit upon us. One of the 
Chief Securities againſt Falſe Witneſſing, is, That ſuch an In- 
famy Follows it, eſpecially when Servants Swear againſt thein 
Malters, That a ſmall matter cannot tempt even a bad Man, to 
ſo Baſe a Practice: But if ſo great a Sum were to be the Reward 
of ſuch Villany, it is hard to tell where it would ftop. _ 
A Couple of bad Servants, diſmiſt for ill Practices, might be 
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tempted, in Intereſt, as well as Revenge, to lay 2 probable Story, 
and to carry it thro* by bold Swearing ; a great deal of this ſort 
was but too much Practiced among us Twenty Years ago; and 
it is to be feared, that ſuch a Bill as this would ſet the ſame 
things again on Foot. tes 
Thoſe who acquaint themſelves with the Roman Hiſtorians, 
ſee in them what a Sort of People the Dilatores were, the En- 
couraging them, eſpecially Servants againſt their Maſters, Was 
recxoned among the greateſt Reproaches of the worſt Empe- 
rors: but tho' Domitian made much uſe of fuch Vermin, Ir is 
Et out with great Pomp and in very lively Expreſſions, as the 
Gloryof Tyajans Reign, that he freed Rome from that Plague, 
and Baniſhed all thoſe Infamous Betrayers of their Maſters. It 
3s to be hoped, that a Reign which God delights to Honour, 
Mall have no ſuch Blemiſh caft on it: And that no Incourage- 
ment ſhall be given to falſe Accuſations and Perjury, which the 
Lords apprehend might follow, if fo great a reward were offer- 
ed as this Bill propoſes : They think the Reward they offer is 
enough to Incourage honeſt and well-minded Men to diſcover 
what they may know : And do not think fit to lay before them 
Temptations, that may be too ſtrong in ſo Corrupt an Age. 
As for this Occaſional Conformity, the Lords do not go a- 
bout to Excuſe, or to Defend it; but they who have obſervel 
the Progreſs of thoſe Matters, and have born a large ſhare in 
theſe Controverſies, muſt acquaint the Commons, that it is no 
New Practice invented to Evade a Law: It has been both the 
Principle and Practice of ſome of the moſt Eminent among the 
Diſflenters ever ſince St. Bartholomews in the Year, 1652. It is 
known, that Baxter and Bares did ſtill Maintain it, and that ſe- 
veral Books have been writ about it: And as the fierceſt of the 
Dillenters, who intended to keep up a Wall of Partition between 
them and the Church, have oppoſed it much; ſo the Party of 
all the Diſſenters that came neareſt the Church, and of whom 
the greateſt Numbers have come over to it, were thoſe that 
Pleaded for it. Nor is it a certain Inference, that becauſe a Man 
Receives the Sacrament in the Church, he can therefore Con- 
orm in every other Particular; The Office of the Commumon, 
is certainly One of the Brighteſt and Beſt Compoſed of any that 
ever was in the Church of God: The little Exceptions that lay 
to the Poſture, were ſo fully cleared by the Rubrick that 1s 
added, that it is indeed a wonder how any Perſon ſhould except 
to am thing in the whole Office. But it does not neceſſarily 
follow, that therefore every Man who is ſatisfied with this, 
thould be likewiſe ſatisfied with every other Part of Conformi- 
2 There was a Learned and Famous Man that lived at 
Saliſbury, Mr. Ibn bs, who was à very Zealous Conformiſt in 
all Foivts but in One, Infant Baptiſm; ſo that the receiving the 
D | Sacrament, 
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Sacrament, does not neceſſarily Import an entire Conformity 
in every other Particular; no more than a Man who can ſub- 
ſcribe to the two Firſt Articles of Our Religion, that are in- 
deed the Main Ones, and contain the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
and the Incarnation and Satisfaction of Chriſt, is by that con- 
cluded to Aﬀent to the reſt of the Thirty Nine; The Diſſen- 
ters agree to the Firſt, but refuſe ſome of the Laſt: This is 
likewiſe to be Remembred, That after St. Bartholomew in 1662. 
Occaſional Conformity was a ſtep that carried many much fur- 
ther ; from Occaſional Conformity it grew to a Conſtant Con- 
formity, if not in the Perſons themſelves, yet in their Children; 
ſo the Lords now ſee ſome deſcended from Occaſional Confor- 
miſts, eſpouſe the Cauſe of the Church with much Zeal. 

For theſe Reaſons the Lords do Conceive the Penalties in 
this Bill to be exceſſive, and unreaſonable. 


As to the Amendment in the Preamble : 

The Lords have reaſon to inſiſt on it, becauſe the words left 
out by them relate to another Clauſe, which they think oughr 
not to ſtand in the Bill. 

But that is not all. | | 

The words left out by this Amendment gontain a Propoſiti- 
on, which they cannot Aſſent to as true: For as the Law 
ſtands, every Perſon to be admitted to any Office, is not obliged 
to be Conformable or Receive the Sacrament ; Officers of In- 
heritance, Foreſt Officers, Non Commiſſion Officers in the Fleet, 
and many others, are under no ſuch Obligation. 

The Managers of the Houſe of Commons themſelves ſeem 
to admit the words too General to be Maintained in Strictneſs, 
and therefore they have Laboured to Qualife them by Con- 
ſtruction; That is an Expedient which muſt be reſorted to,when 
untrue or improper words happen to be found in a Law already 
made, but when a Law is making, it has not been uſual to Con- 
tend for keeping in words which are plainly hable to Exception. 

Eſpecially in a Caſe where the Clauſe is unneceſſary, and the 
Preamble Suthciently expreſſes the Deſign of the Law without it. 

The Lords inſiſt on their Amendment, which leaves out the 
words relating to the Corporation Act. C 

They ſay it cannot be Diſputed but that the Teſt Act 
extends to all the Conſiderable Offices and Imployments, in 
which the Security of the Government may be concerned. 

That Law was made when the Kingdom was under a juſt 
Apprehenſion of Danger to the Church; and the Expedient 
agreed upon as moſt likely to ſecure her, was, The placing all 
the Conſiderable Offices in the Hands of her Members, ſo that 
the Deſign of the Teſt Act is the ſame with that of this Bill. 

Experience has juſtified the 8 taken by that Law 
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and there has been no Complaint, That it was not Extenfiy 
enongh as to the ſeveral forts of Offices. | 
I Encounter a Practice which it is ſuppoſed may be made 
uſe of to Elude the true Deſign of the Teſt Act, the Commons 
have propoſed by this Bill to reftrain abſolutely Perſons in Office 
from going to Meetings; and the Lords Agree with them ſo 
far as relates to all manner of Offices comprehended in the Teſt 
A, Which the Lords think is the Right Meaſure to go by. 
All Offices which relate to — 1 (as well within Cor- 
tions as without) are manifeſtly comprehended in the 
eſt Act: and therefore the Lords have wondred to hear the 
Managers of the Houſe of Commons Argue, That it is of Cen- 
ſequence to ſecure the Magiſtracy of the Corporations in the 
Hands of Church-Men, or to Affirm, That if this Amendment 
was Agreed, Diſſenters may let themſelves into the Government 
0 Corporations, ſince it is directly otherwiſe, 

The Corporation Act was made, when the Kingdom was 
= Delivered from a long Uſurpation, and was principally 

ounded on Reaſons peculiar to that time. 

Indeed nothing bu: ſo Extraordinary a Juncture could have 
Excuſed the placing ſuch Extravagant Powers in the Hands of 
the Commiſſioners appointed by that Act. 

Part of the Act has been Repealed, and there was no great 
regard had to it, at the time when a more Effectual Security 
was given to the Church by the Teſt. The Lords go not about 
to weaken the Force of the Corporation Act, but-think it not 
Reaſonable to Extend the Penalties of this Bill to the general 
and uncertain words of that Law. } 

The Managers for the Commons ſay, The words of the 
Teſt Act are as General as thoſe of the Corporation Act; if 
fo, we ſeem to be Contending about nothing; ſince how 
General ſoever the words of the Teſt Act are, the Lords have 
Agreed they ſhall ſtand in the Bill. | 

he words in the Teſt Act are univerſally underftood, no 
goubt remains to what Offices and Perſons it extends; It is not 
Vas to the Corporation Act, the uncertainty of the words in 
that Law Determines the Lords to think they ought not to be 
the Deſcription of the Perſons to whom the Bill ſhould reach. 

They think themſelves obliged to be more Cautious in this 
Matter, becauſe the Bill now depending does not only concern 
thoſe who ſhall for the future come into Offices, but ſuch as 
are at preſent poſſeſſed of them. 

In 1 there are many Offices of a Private and 
Interiour Nature; ſome have been obtained by Purchaſe, 
ſome by long Services; and Men have attained to others in 

- Courſe ; ſome of theſe are Frecholds, many of them the 
- whole Subſtance of Families, and perhaps have been Enjoyed 
er many 
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many Years, under an Obedience to all ſich Terms as the 
Law now in being has preſcribed. And the Lords think it 
hard to Diſturb Men in their Freeholds and Poſſeiſions by New 
Laws, unleſs the Caſe be ſuch, that the Security of the Go- 
vernment does appear to be manifeſtly concerned. Where that 
does appear, the Lords can ſatisſie themſelves to Diſpenſe with 
Private Conſiderations (as is ſeen by what they have Agreed 
to in this Bill ) but they cannot go further. 

The Lords look on the Penalties in this Bill, as it was framed 
by the Houſe of Commons, to be very exceſſive, and ſuch as 
bear no proportion to the Offence, and therefore they cannot 
agree to them. | 

The Practice of Occaſional Conformity is not New, it is 
almoſt of the ſame Date with the Act of Uniformity; it has 
been a known Diſpute among the Diflenters, and V indicated 
in Print by ſome of them, and practiced by many of them, 
who had no thoughts of Offices, and has been a means of 
bringing ſeveral Perſons, entirely from Meetings. The Ob- 
jection to this Practiſe by thoſe of the Church of England, 

as been but ot late. 

The Lords do not go about to juſtiſie Men who can come ſo 
far towards Uniting with the Church, and yet will ſtop there, 
any more than they do to juſtifie any other of the Points upon 
which the Liſſenters continue their Separation. | 

And fince there is reaſon to apprehend, that ſuch a Liberty as 
this may be perverted to the citing the Law, the Lords have 
agreed to reſtrain it. 

They are willing to make it impoſſible for ſuch Men to keep 
in Offices, becauſe Hypocrites would make ule of ſuch a Li- 
berty ; but they are not willing toruine Perſons utterly on ac- 
count of a Practice, that many well-meaning Men have been 
and may be led into, and which they think tends naturally to 
bring them over entirely to the Church. | 

The Penalty of 150 J. and 5 J. a Day, and that whole 
Sum given to the Informer, the Lords think a dangerous 
Temptation to Perjury. | 

Our Law has Branded Informers with the hardeſt Chara- 
Cer, Troubleſome Perſons, who grievouſly charge, vex and 
diſturb the Commons, this is the Deſcription the Law has gi- 
ven of them. 

Judges muſt Incourage theſe fort of Men according to the 
terms of the Laws when made; but Legiſlators when they are 
—— of Laws to be made, mult ſpeak of theſe Men as 
they are, 

So great a Temptation will make the Innocent almoſt as 
Inſecure as the Guilty. 0 3 | 

Experience ſhewed this in the Inſtances of ſome of the moſt 
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ave Informers in Proſecuting Diſſenters on the Acts againſt 
Conventicles ; who were Convicted of Perjuries againſt many 
Perſons, tho“ there the Temptation was nothing comparable to 
what it would be, if theſe Penalties ſhould ſtand. 

And tho' the Commons have yielded to the Lords Amend- 
ments, that two Witneſſes ſhall be neceſſary, and that the 
time of Proſecution ſhall not be left Indefinite; yet that will 


not be ſufficient, for both thoſe things were provided for in 
the Conventicle Act. | 22 


And tho' the Commons have alſo yielded to ſhorten the time 
for the -Proſecution, yet the. Penalty may ſtill amount to a 


very 3 Sum, for the five Pounds a Day, may go on for three 
Months. | 


The Puniſhment of a total Incapacity, is the heavieſt, next 
the loſs of Life, and yet it is to be inflicted for the firſt Ottence. 
"The word Imployment is more General than any word 
the Teſt Act has, ſuch Puniſhment ought only to be for a 
Crime of the higheſt nature; and yet going to a Meeting 15 
no Crime, as the Law now ſtands, nor will it be a Crime in any 
Man who is not in Office, when the Bill is paſſed into a Law. 
The Lords agree to that part of the Penalty which Anſwers 
the wilible Deſign of the Bill, by making the going to a Con- 
venticle to be Forfeiture of Office. To go further to ruine 
Mens Eſtates, to make them Infamous (for what can be more 
Infamous than ſuch a Diſability) they think is to excced all 

Bounds. | 

The Managers for the Commons ſay, there are greater 

Fenaities in other Laws; it does not appear by any Inftances 
which have been given. Theſe Penalties are much heavier than 
in molt of the Laws about Religion. But if that were true, what 
15 to be Interred from thence, if the Crimes be not the ſame 
in che hemoulneis of their Natures, Juſtice and good Pokey 
requires there ſhould be ſome proportion between the Offence. 

and the Puniſhment. 

e Lords have quite another Conſideration of the Penaltics 
in this Bill, and thoſe of the Teſt Act. 

Jn the preſent Caſe, an Innocent Man has only a ſort of 
Negative Proof to defend him from Falſe Witneſſes, who may 
chuſe to Afhgn fuch a time and place for the Fact, as they 
ow che Party can be leaſt likely to defend himſelf. 

» Whereas in the Caſe of the Teſt Act, the Man who reſolves 
to obey the Law, which is to Subſcribe the Declaration, and 
- receme- the Sacrament, has not only the Liberty to chooſe his 

own Waitnefles of his receiving the Sacrament, and the Atte- 
Hation of the Miniſter who Officiates; but the whole is put 
upon Record: Sd that when a Man has complied with the Law, 
he is beyond all potlibiaty*of ſuffering by a falſe Accuſation. 


There 
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There ſeems to be no occaſion here to increaſe the Puniſh-- 
ment upon a ſecond Offence, for it does not depend upon the 
former, as in molt Caſes, where the Penalty is increaſed for 
the ſecond Offence ; for when the Office is gone, the Ferſon is 
under no legal Reſtraint from going to Conventicles. | 

If he obtains a New Office, he brings himſelf at the ſame 
time under the reach of this Law, upon a new Account; 
and if he offends again, he will loſe that Office, beſides incurring 
the Pecuniary Penalty. 

The Proviſo, which is to qualifie the Incapacity, is made fo 
very hard, that it is a new Inſtance of the great Severity of the 
Bill. A Man to ſet himſelf right again, muſt take more Pub- 
lick Shame to himſelf, than the ſevereſt Laws againft Papiſts 
require to diſcharge all the Penalties and Incapacities of a Popiſh 
Recuſant Convict, as appears plainly, by peruſing the ſeveral 
Acts relating to that Matter; and the Lords wall always be 
tender of putting greater Hardſhips on Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
than Papiſts. 


That no Compariſon ought to be made between the Penalties 

the Law had laid upon Papiſts for Holding of Oiſices of Truſt, 
' without taking the Teſt and Receiving the Sacrament, and the 
Penalties to be laid upon Occaſional Conformity, for Holding 
their Office after they have been at a Conventicle. 

This Difference of Puniſhment, that ought to be obſerved 
between theſe two, is not upon the Account that the Errors of 
the one are much greater than the Errors of the other, hoe true 
ſoever that is, but becauſe the one depend upon a Foreign 
Power, and are ſubject to it; ſo the Nation is really in Danger 
if ſuch Men thould hold Imployments, who muſt be looked on 
as publick Enemies, and as Perſons who receive Directions from 
an Authority that we are ſure is ever Contriving our Ruin; 
but no ſuch Danger can be apprehended from Men who have 
no other Strength than what they have among our ſelves, which 
we are ſure can no way be Compared to the Strength cf the E- 
ſtabliſhed Church. 

As to this Occaſional Conformity, it Will appear no ſuch For- 
midable thing, if we Conſider what the Senſe both of the 
Church of England, and of the Church of Rome, was of this 
Matter upon other Occaſions. 

In the beginning of Queen El:zabeth's Reign, the Reforma- 
tion and the Liturgy were put on a Foot, to bring over the 
whole Nation, that had then a Leaven of Popery, to Concur 
mn it; It had this Effect, all the Papiſts of England came to 
Church, and were Occaſional Conformiſts: Vet the Church of 
England was not uneaſie at this; they Camplained of no Dan- 
ger rom it. But who was Senſible of it? It was the Pope, * | 
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he was in the Right, as to his own Intereſt; for he ſaw what in 
time that Occaſional Conformity would grow to, and there- 
fore he put a ſtop to it, and by a Bull Condemn'd it. And in- 
deed the Church of Rome kas ſhewed by the Methods of all 
their Miſſons, that they apprehend no Danger, but great Ad- 
vantage, from any Step of the Occaſional Conformity of Pro- 
teltants. They accept cf any thing, and encourage every thing 
ot that kind; and we have all ſeen, by the fatal Fffects of their 
Prachice, that they are in the right, and gam their Ends by it. 

As for the Clauſes about the Foreign Proteſtants, there is 

at reaſon to give them all juſt Incouragement, for as they 

ave brought among us many new Mamifactures, fo they have 
carried them fo far, that of late Years we have Exported to t he 
Value of a Million of Woollen Manufactures more than was 
done in King Cbarles's Reign before they came among us; and 
the putting them under Apprehenſions or Diſcouragements, 
may be a means to drive them to a Country where they are ſure 
of an entire Liberty. 

The Book that goes under the Name of Mr. De Nit, ſhews 
the Dureh reckon that the Woollen Manufactures can never 
have ſuch a Settlement among us as with them, becauſe they | 
who muſt Work them, cannot have ſo entire a Liberty of Con- 
i{cience here as there: We have felt the happy Effects of the Li- 
berty granted them in the laſt Reign, and it is to be hoped, that 
nothing will be done in this to Impeach that, or to raiſe Ap- 
prehenſions and Fears in the Minds of Men that are ſo uſeful 
to us in the moſt Important Article of our Trade. ( 


As to the Clauſe concerning Univerſities, we are not to con- 
lider the Danger they may be in under our preſent Circumſtan- 
ces, but what may happen in another State of things. It is not 
ſo long, fince we ſaw what Advantages were like to be taken 
pls thoſe Learned Bodies, if there had been ſuch a Law to 
turmſh thoſe that were troubling them without any Reaſon or 
Pretence, with the Handle that this Bill might have given them 
without this Clauſe; and therefore the Lords think they are too 
much beholding to thoſe great Foundations, not to take Care 
of them, and think themſelves bound to Secure them, even 
from remote and poſſible Dangers, beſides that, the Vice Chan- 
cellour and Heads of Houſes. being Men often of Great Dig- 
nitiesand Preferments , may by a ſevere Proſecution be Ruined, 
unleſs ſecured by a Clauſe. 

As tor the Clauſe concerning thoſe Societies that are ingaged 
in taking Care of the Poor, the Nation, and this City in Parti- 
cular, has feen ſuch good Effects of their Care and Induſtry, 
that it cannot ſeem reaſonable to put any Diſcouragement — — 
them; how many Poor Children do they take Care of? They 


are by their Means Clothed and Taught, and bound out to 
i Trades ; 
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Trades; and if ſome, Miſſed People joyn their Aſſiſtance and 
Charity to ſo Great a Work, ſhall they be kindred from it, or 
puniſhed or it, if they have been ſo far Miſtaken as to be at 
2 Conventicle? But this Clauſe has no relation to endowed Hoſ- 
pitals which are under Pecuhar Statutes, and to which none ot 
theſe People have any Acceſs : The Law has taken Care of 
theſe, and Secured them ; and this Clauſe relates only to Free 
and Vohintary Societies for fuch Charities, which the Lords do 


not think fit to put any Reliraints, or to Bar any from coming 
into them. 9 


— 


The Managers for the Commons, by way of Reply to theſe 
Arguments urged by your Managers, ſail, | 
That ſeveralo the Lords Arguments were againſt the Bill. 

That the Lords had Agreed to the greater Part of this Bill, 
and therefore thould Confine themſelves, and ſpeak only to their 
own Amendments. | 

That no time could be more ſeaſonable for this Bill, than the 
Preſent ; becauſe the Church was now in no Danger of Popery, 
or of Fanaticiſm : But good Laws are to be made for Poſterity, 
and may be obtained moſt eaſily in the beſt Reigns. 

That the Right of Election of Members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment, is in thoſe that are Concerned in the Government of Cor- 
porations, and if they ſhould by this Bill be turned out of their 
Imployments, and conſequently loſe their Votes in the Electi- 
ons; Yet it cannot be ſaid, they loſe their Birthrights, becauſe 
no Man is born a Magiſtrate. 

That the Commons Penalty bears a juſt Proportion to the 
Offence, and that all above One hundred Pounds is for an Obſti- 
nate Perſiſting in tlie Crime. 

That the Offender cannot be Guilty thro* inadvertency, he 
muſt Offend knowingly and willingly. 

That the Teſt Act grves Five hundred Pounds, a much greater 
Penalty than that in this Act to the Intormer; beſides that Act 
brings the Offender under very great Diſabilities, 

That an Innocent Man is no more Secure under the Teſt Act, 
than under this Bill; The Queſtion muſt be always upon hrs 
Acting or not Acting, which does not depend upon the Record; 
and a very violent Proſecution has been known within few Years 
againſt an Alderman of Worceſter, a conſtant Conformiſt, only 
upon a Nicety, and where there has been no fault in the Party. 

That the Tryal muſt be by a Jury, nat 1n a Summary Way 


before a Juſtice of the Peace, as in ſome of our Penal Laws. 


That it was very plain, good Proteſtants might be Affected 
by Proſecutions upon the Teſt Act. 1 
Then their Managers left the Bill with the Lords, and ſaid, 


They hoped the Lords would not let the Publick loſe the Bene- 
fit of ſo good a Law. Then 
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Then the Firſt Amendment made by the Lords in 1ſt Skin, 
roth Line, after [ Scrupulous] read [But] 11th Line, leave 
ont from [ whereas] to [ ſeveral] in the 16th Line, was read. 
After Debate, the Queſtion was put, Whether this Houſe 
Mall Adhere to this Amendment 
It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 
Then 0 Amendment, ( uiz.) 1ſt Skin, zoth Line, leave 
out | ſuch. | | 
After Debate, the Queſtion was put, Whether this Houſe 
ſhall Adhere to this Amendment? 
It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 
Then the Amendment in the zd Skin, 4th Line (viz.) leave 
out from ¶ Family j to [ ſhall] in the 15th Line being read: 
After Debate, the Queſtion was put, Whether this Houſe 


ſhall Adhere to this Amendment 


It was Reſolved in the Negative. 

Then the Amendment 34th Line, leave out [ One hundred 
Fernds, and Five Pounds for every Day that any ſuch Perſon 
Hall Continue in the Execution of fuch Office or lmployment |} 
and read | Twenty Pumnds to be divided into Three Parts, One 
Third Part to the Queen, One other to the Poor of the Far 
where the Offence ſhall be Committed, and One Third Part to 
the Informer. | 

The Queſtion was put, Whether this Houſc ſhall Adhere 
tothis Amendment? 

It was Reſolved in the Afirmative. Then the Amend—- 
ment in the zu Skin, 9th Line, leave out from [ aforeſaid] to 
the end of the Bill, being alſo read: | 

After Debate, the Queſtion was put, Whether this Houſc 
Mall Adhere to this Amendment > 

It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 

Then the next Amendment Clauſe () concerning Proteſtant 
Dillenters, being Compellable to hold any Offices, Ic. being read: 

The Queſtion was put, Whether this Houſe ſhall Adhere 
to this Amendment? 

It was Refolved in the Affirmative. 

Then the Clauſe (C) being read ( relating to the Uniyerſity 
Sermons. ) 

It was Agreed to Adhere to this Clauſe. 

The Clauſe (D) being read (relating to the French Churches 
allowed of. ) | 

It was Agreed to Adhere to this Clauſe. 

The Clauſe (E) being alſo read (relating to the Governours 
of Hoſpitals, &c.) 

It was Agrecd to Adhere to this Clauſe. 


Die 
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| Die Lune, 25 Jamiarii, 1702. WW 3 

The Houle being moved, to take into 8 what me- 
thod is to be uſed in returning to the Houſe of Commons the 
Bill, Intituled, An Act for Preventing Occafional Conformity, 
knce the Lords adhering to moſt of their Amendments after the 
Free Conference: It is ordered by the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral in Parliament Aſſembled, That the Lords Committees 


who were the Managers of the Free Conference on that Bill; do 


meet to Morrow at Ten a Clock in the Forenoon, and ſearch 
Preſidents relating to this Matter and Report to the Houſe. 
Die Veneris, 29 Jammarii, 1702. 

The Lord Steward Reported from the Lords Committees to 
Inſpect the Journals, in relation to delivering Bills to the Com- 
mons, aſter the Lords adhering to their Amendments : 

That their Lordihips find, it is to be Delivered at a Free 
Conference, ſometimes with, and ſometimes without Reaſons. 

Then ſeveral Preſidents were read out of the Journal. 

After which, It was Agreed to deliver the Bill at a Free 
Conference. | 

Then the Lords Amendment ( v:z. ) 2d Skin, th Line, leave 
out from [¶ family} to [ /ball] in the 15th Line, to which the 
Lords had not Adhered, being read, and debate thereupon : 

The Queſtion was propoſed, Whether this Houſe ſhall A- 
gree with the Commons, That the Clauſe now read do ftand 
Part of the Bill? | 

Then the Previous Queſizon was put, Whether this Queſtion 
ſhall be now put ? | 

It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 

'Then the main Queſtion was put, Whether this Houſe ſha 
Agree with the Commons, that the Clauſe read do ſtand part 
of, the Bill > : 

It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. | 

A Meſſage was ſent to the Houſe of Commons by Sir Fehr 
Hoskyns and Sir Robert Legard, to Deſire a Free Conf 
on Monday next, at One a Clock in the Painted Chamber, upon 
the Subject Matter of the laſt Free Conference, relating to the 
Bill for Preventing Occaſional Conformity. 

The Meſſengers ſent to the Houſe of Commons return An- 


ſwer, that the Commons Agree to a Free Conference as deſired. 


Die Lune, 1 Februarn, Voz. 

The Commons being come to the Free Conference, the Ma- 
nagers Names were read, and the Lords went to the Free Con- 
ference; which being ended, the Houſe was Reſumed, and the 
Lord Steward Reported, That the Lords had attended the Free 
Conference as commanded, and delivered the Bill to the Com- 
mons, and Acquainted them, That the Lords had receeded from 
One ot their Amendments, and adhered to all the reſt. *' + + 
The Bill as it then ſtood is as follows. An 
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An At for Preventins Occaſional Conformity, (as it 
was Amended and Agreed to by the Lords.) 


S nothing is more contrary to the Profeſſion of the Chri- 
A ſtian Religion, and particularly to the Doctrine of the 
Church of Exgland, than Perſecution for Conſcience 
enly; in due Conſideration whereof, an Act Paſſed in the Firſt 
Yearoi the Reign of the late King Miiliam and Queen Marr, of 
Glorious Memory, Intituled, An Act for Exempting T'be:y 


228 Froteftant Subietts Diſſenting from the Church of 


England, from the Fenaltics of certain Laws; which Act ought 
inviolably to be Obſerved, and eaſe por to all Conſciences 
truly {ſcrupulous : But nevertheleſs, whereas ſeveral Perſons 
Diffenting from the Church, as it is by Law Eftabliſhed, do 
Jjoyn with the Members thereof, in Receiving the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper, to Qualifie themſelves to Have and Enjoy 
Offices and Imployments, and do afterwards Refort to Cotven- 
ticles or Meetings, for the Exerciſe of Religion, in other manner 
than according to the Liturgy and Practice of the Church of 
England, which is contrary to the Intent and Meaning of the 
Laws already made: Be it therefore Enacted by the Queens 
moiſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in Parlia- 
ment Aſſembled, and by Authority of the ſame, That it any 
Perſon or Perſons, after the Firſt Day of March, which ſhall 
be in the Year of our Lord, One thouſand ſeven hundred and 


two, either Peers or Commoners, who have or ſhall have any 


Othce or Offices, Civil or Military, or Receive any Pay, Sala- 
xy, Fee or Wages, by reaſon of any Patent or Grant from Her 
Majeſty, or ſhall have any Command or Plate of Truſt from or 
under Her Majeſty, or from any of Her Majeſties Predeceſſors, 
or by Her or Their Authority, or by Authority derived from 
Heror Them, within the Kingdom of England, Dominion of 
Wales, or Town of Berwick upon Tweed, or in Her Majeſties 
Navy, or in the ſeveral Iſlands of Jerſey and Grernſey, or ſhall 
be Adnutted into any Service or Imployment in Her Majeſties 
Houſhold or Family, or if any Mayor, Alderman, Recorder, 
or Bailiff, Town-Clerk, Common-Council-Man, or other 
Perſon bearing any Ofice of Magiſtracy, or Place of Truſt, or 
other Imployment relating to, or concerning the Government 
ot the reſpective Cities, Corporations, Boroughs, Cinque-Ports 
and their Members, and other Port 'Towns within the King- 
dom of England, Dominion of Wales, and Town of Berwick 
upon iweed, who by the Laws are obliged to Receive the Sa- 
crament of the Lords Supper, according to the Rites and Uſage 
ot the Church of England, ſhall at any time after their Ad- 
mutzon into their reſpective Offices or luiployments, 15 after 
> Welte g aving 
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having ſuch Grant, as aforeſaid, during his or their Continu- 
ance in ſuch Office or Ofaces, Iraployment or Imployments, or 


the Injoyment of any Profit or Advantage from the ſame, 


knowingly and willingly reſort to, or be preſent at any Conven- 
ticle, Atſembly or Meeting, under Colour or Pretence of any 
Exerciſe of Religion, in other manner than according to the 
Liturgy and Practice of the Church of England, in any Place 
within the Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, and 
Town of Berwick upon Tweed, at which Conventicle, Aſſembly 
or Meeting, there ſhall be Five Perſons or more Aſſembled to- 
gether, over and beſides thoſe of the ſame Houſhold, if it bein 
any Houſe where there is a Family Inhabiting, or if it be in any 
Houſe or Place, where there is no Family Inhabiting, then 
where any Five Perſons or more are ſo Aſſembled, as afore- 
ſaid, or ſhall knowingly and willingly be preſent at any. ſuch 
Meeting, in ſuch Houle or Place, as aforeſaid, altho' the Liturgy 
be there uſed, in caſe Her Majeſty, whom God long preſerve, 

atherine the Queen Dowager, and the Princeſs Sopbza, or 
ſuch others as ſhall from time to time be lawfully appointed to 
be Prayed for, in purſuance of the Act Paſſed in the Firſt Year 
of King William and Queen Mary, Intituled, An Act Decla- 
ring the Rights and Liberties of the Subjett, and Settling the 
Succeſſion of the Crown ; and the Act Paſſed in the 12th and 13th 
of King William the Third, Intituled, An Act for the furt 
Limitation of the Crown, and better Securing the Rights and 
Liberties of the Subject, ſhall not be there Prayed for in expreſs 
Wards, according to the Liturgy of the Church of Enclond 
ſhall Forfeit the Sum of Twenty Pounds, to be divided into 
three parts, whereof one third part to the Queen, one other to 
the Poor of the Pariſh, where the Offence ſhall be Committed, 
and one third part to the-Informer, after he or they ſhall have 
Reſorted to, or been Preſent at auy ſuch Conventicle, Aſſembly 
or Meeting, as aforeſaid, to be Recovered by him or them 
that ſhall Sue for the ſame, by any Action of Debt, Bill, Plaut 
or Information, in 1 5 Her Majeſties Courts at Neſtmimſter, 
Wherein no Efloign, otection or Wager of Law ſhall be Al- 
lowed, nor more than one Imparlance. 


And be it further Enacted, That every Perſon Convicted in 


any Action to be brought, as aforeſaid, or upon any Informa- 


tion, reſentment or Indictment, in any of Her Majeſties Courts 
at Weſtminſter, or at the Aſſizes, ſnall be Diſabled from thence- 
forth to hold ſuch Office or Offices, Imployment or Imploy- 
ments, or to receiye any Profit or Advantage, by reaſon of 
, or of any Grant, as aforeſaid. . 
[ Clauſe A. ] Provided, That no Perſon ſhall ſuffer any 

Puniſhment for any Offence Committed againſt this Act, un- 
leſs Oath be made of ſuch Offence before ſome Judge or ] 1 | 
2 
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ed to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


en Me ON 
ofthe Peace, (who is hereby Impowered and Required to take 
the aid Oath) within Ten Days after the ſaid Offence Com- 


mitte and unleſs the ſaid Offender be Proſecuted for the fame, 


within Three Months after the ſaid Offence Committed, nor 
ThalFany Perſon be Convicted for any ſuch Offence, unleſs upon 
the Oaths of two Credible Witneſſes at the leaſt. | 
et.] Provided always, and be it Enacted, That from 
and after the ſaid Firft Day of March, no Proteſtant Diſſenter 
Made Compelled, or Compellable, to take, ſerve, hold or bear 
any Olhce or Place whatſoever, for the taxing, ſerving or hold- 
mg whereof he cannot be duly Qualified by Law without re- 
8 Holy Sacrament according to the Uſage of the 
Church of England, and alſo making and ſubſcribing the Pe- 
claration mentioned in the Statute made 25 Car. II. Intituled. 
An Att for Preventing Dangers which may happen 4 Epi 
Neri; any Statute, Law, Uſage, or other thing to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. | 

LClanſe Provided nevertheleſs, That this Act ſhall not 
rend to the Univerſity Churches in the Univerſities of this 
Realm, or either of them, when or at ſuch times, as any Ser- 


mon or Lecture is Preached or Read in the ſame Churches, or 


any of them, for or as the Publick Univerſity Sermon or Le- 
Eture, but that the ſame Sermons or Lectures may be Preached 
orRead in ſuch fort or manner, as the ſame have been hereto- 
fore Preached or Read; this Act, or any thing herein contain- 
—T Cauſe D.) Provided, That no Perſon ſhall incur any the 
Penalties in this Act, by Reſorting to, or being preſent at the 
Religious Exerciſes uſed in the Dutch and French Languages, 
m Churches Eſtabliſhed in this Realm, in the Reigns of King 
Eawars the Sixth, or of Queen Elizabeth, or of any other 
King or Queen of this Realm. 
Fame E. ] Provided always, and be it Enacted by the Au- 
thoraty aforeſaid, That nothing in this Act ſhall extend, or be 
Conltrucd to extend to any Governor or Governors of any Hoſ- 
Pal or Hoſpitals, or to any Affiſtants of any Corporation or 
Corporations, Work-houſe or Work-houſes, Conſtituted, E- 
rected or Imployed for the Relief and Setting of the Poor on 
Wark, and for Puniſhing of Vagrants and Beggars; all which 
il Perſons, and every of them, ſhall be and are hereby exemp- 
red from all the Penalties mentiched in this Act, and are here- 


-by Adjadged and Declared not to be ſubject or liable to any of 


the Penalties or Forfeitures mentioned in one Act of Parlia- 


*ment made in the 25th Year of the Reign of King Charles IT. 


For preventing Dancers which may happen from Popiſh Recu- 
sor by reaſon of any of the aforeſaid Offices, Places 
and mploymems. . © "oy 5 
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